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NEWSLETTER 
Autumn Term: Friday 4th December 2020  

FORTHCOMING DATES 

Monday 7 December-Friday 11 December :  
Year 11 Food & Nutrition Mock Assessments 
 

Thursday 10 December: Year 10 progress Evening  
(Virtual/online)  15.45-19.00 
 

Monday 14 December-Wednesday 16 December: 
(Cont)  Year 11 Food & Nutrition Mock Assessments 
 

Friday 18 December: Non Pupil Day  

 

 

 

 

Some of Year 9 groups have been studying genetics and had to work out 
which characteristics their creature would have, based on alleles they             
inherited.  

They then made models of their creatures. The characteristics were,  number 
of body segments, stripes or not, antennae or not, number of legs and type 
of tail. Photos are of the finished products. 

 

 

VIEW FROM  

 

Dr J Murch, Science Department 



 

 

 

The school’s policy around attendance asks parents or carers to call in every morning before the start of the college day 
to leave a message on the Student Attendance line stating the students name, year group and reason for absence.                           
Recently there has been a large increase in parents/carers not making daily phone call updates. There is a statutory                 
obligation on all schools to maintain up to date and accurate attendance records.  In addition, safeguarding is the                      
college’s top priority and we need to know the reason the student isn’t attending college at the earliest possible time.   

Year-on-year the college achieves an overall attendance figure which is better than the Devon/National figure and we 
thank you for your continued support on this crucial aspect of college life. 

The main office number is 01404 42283.  

Student Absences 

ATTEND TODAY ACHIEVE TOMORROW 

Attendance is at the heart of great progress, developing                
social skills and friendships. 

Those students with higher attendance and punctuality achieve 
more academically and socially than those with poor                         
attendance. 

Our expectation is that every student aims to obtain at least 
96% attendance. Students with 90% or below are classified by 
the Government as a ‘persistent absentee’.  

What to do if your child tests positive for COVID-19 over the Christmas holidays 
 

Dear Parents/Carers,  
  
In preparation for the forthcoming holiday, I wanted to make you aware of the procedure we have put in place to 
maintain our obligation to safeguard our community members throughout the holidays, in addition to term time.  Your 
support will, as always, be greatly appreciated.  
  

If your child tests positive between 17th-20th December 2020  
  
Contact the college through the admin email admin@honitoncollege.devon.sch.uk  
  
We will then notify all other parents/carers of those students deemed to have been in ‘close contact’ with your child, 
as they will need to isolate for 14 days.  
  

If your child tests positive from 21st December 2020 to 3rd  January 2021  
  
You must follow PHE guidance and isolate.    
  
If the isolation period extends into the new term, then you will need to let the college know by emailing us 

at admin@honitoncollege.devon.sch.uk by 08:00hrs, Monday, 4th January 2021.  We will then contact you for          
further information in case we need to notify other parents/carers of students deemed to have been in ‘close contact’ 
with your child during the latter part of the holiday, as they will also need to isolate.  
  
If your child tests positive, then it would be really useful if you could forward a copy of the confirmation 
email (or a screenshot of the text) to admin@honitoncollege.devon.sch.uk for our records.  
  
Thank you for your continued support.  
  
Glenn Smith, Principal  
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Science Revision Planners for Year 11 

All year 11 students have been given a science revision planner. Use the planner to ensure that all revision for science is                     
completed in time for the exams.’ 

 

Below are a couple of websites to add: 

• What’s in the sky tonight ? - https://www.timeanddate.com/astronomy/night/uk/london 

• Evolution: Are wisdom teeth a thing of the past? - https://www.independent.co.uk/news/science/wisdom-teeth-

evolution-humans-flinders-university-processed-food-b907634.html 

• Following these planners will ensure that you have revised all sections of the Science GCSE before the exams start.  

• There is a section at the end to RAG (Red, amber, green) rate how you feel about your understanding in each topic. 

• The ‘red’ sections are ones that you will need to remind yourself of every now and again. Therefore, any red sections should 

be checked every couple of weeks once identified. Once you feel that you understand them better, colour them amber or 
green.  

• Once finished, use the final pages of the revision guide which have mixed exam-style questions.  

DOUBLE FOUNDATION TIER PLANNER 

https://www.timeanddate.com/astronomy/night/uk/london
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/science/wisdom-teeth-evolution-humans-flinders-university-processed-food-b907634.html
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DOUBLE  HIGHER TIER PLANNER 



TRIPLE SCIENCE PLANNER 



Some impressive examples of year 7, Science homework comparing the organs of humans and other animals.  



 

They have used plasticine to demonstrate how the active site changes when the enzymes are exposed to too high a temperature or too high a 
pH. You can see that the substrate molecule no longer fits into the enzyme’s active site.  

 

Year 8 have been modelling the action of enzymes when they become denatured.  

Special mentions go to Aidan Luke, Ben Baily and 

Oliver Ferris for making particularly good models. 

 



 

Enzymes are biological molecules that speed up  
processes in the body, like digestion. Without them, 
many of the processes going on in your body would 
take far too long to work. For instance in biological 
washing powder there are enzymes that help to clean 
clothes by removing dirt.  Enzymes have a part of 
their surface called the active site. It is on this active 
site that in joins with the molecule that it is designed to work with, rather like a lock fits into a 
key.  If enzymes are exposed to too high a temperature then the active site denatures or 
changes its shape, rather like a crisp packet would wrinkle up if placed somewhere hot, like in 
a fire.  Because the active site has been altered the enzyme can no longer do its job properly    

        so all the chemical reactions may take a lot longer than before. 

                                                                                                                                                 Mr S Maplesden, Science Department 

 

Denatured 
Lock and Key 

Lock and Key 

Lock and Key 

 



 

 

The Raspberry Pi Foundation have launched a free Learn at Home initiative to support parents and 
young people with coding resources at home. You don’t need any coding experience to join in, and 
all of their resources and activities are free forever.  
 
• Get involved with their space challenge, Astro Pi Mission Zero in partnership with the European 
Space Agency, where young people can send a message to the International Space Station! 
 
• Every Wednesday their team of educators host a digital making live stream to inspire and teach 
young people about getting creative with technology.  
 
• They provide over 200 coding projects you can follow on any computer, with themes from looking 
after yourself to protecting the planet. All with step-by-step instructions, accessible online at any 
time, for free! 
 
Simply visit their website to get started right away! 

Petition for reimbursement of COVID-19 costs to schools 

F40 (Campaign for fair funding for schools) have also been asked by the NAHT to remind people that there is still time to sign 
a petition urging Government to repay COVID-19 costs to schools.  The link to the petition is here, if you wish to sign it                 
https://petition.parliament.uk/petitions/555718. 

HCC will spend approximately £30k of its budget on COVID-19 related matters, such as sanitiser and handwash.  The                
government should allocate additional funds to cover this so that the education of our students does not suffer any more 
than it has already. 

Coronavirus (COVID-19) 
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