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Dear Student/Parent/Carer/  
  
Another week has flown by.  I don’t know about you, but I am certain I am busier now than I would be in normal 
circumstances and I know many colleagues and friends are feeling the same.    
  
The education of our young adults is paramount, and I believe we are all doing a great 
job, given the current situation.  However, there is much more to an all-round education than just the hard 
qualifications, and the softer skills come into their own in later life, as well as when we have to contend with life’s 
‘curve-balls’.  I don’t think there will be many ‘curvier’ ones than the current Coronavirus and so, therefore, I felt 
I would highlight wellbeing and safeguarding this week.  I’m sure you would agree that we must look after 
ourselves so that we can look after each other.   
  
Wellbeing advice  
Young Devon Wellbeing Toolkit  
E-SAFETY  
Home-learning  
Y10 data collection  
Year 11 Prom  
Honiton needs some volunteers!   
Extract from a parent’s academic diary  
  
Wellbeing advice  
Students are already familiar with the ’10 a day’ concept but I thought we would remind them and raise parental 
awareness too, as it is a really common-sense approach to an essential aspect of our health.  We all focus on 
physical health, but we must remember the importance of mental health too!  
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Young Devon Wellbeing Toolkit  
This is a really good resource that provides ‘Tips, Tricks and Techniques for maintaining positive mental health 
during lockdown and beyond’ – here is the link and I encourage you to make the most of it.  We believe it 
is so good that we will be printing off hard copies and including them in the next set of packs of work to go 
home (for students without internet access) just to make sure they can also benefit from the advice.  
  
E-Safety  
In light of the huge potential for online grooming and exploitation during the lockdown period we have decided 
the following E-Safety information (that contains the CEOP and keeping children safe online) will be added to the 
wellbeing and support area of the Covid-19 advice page (click here) of our website.  Due to the extended periods 
of online activity students will be more susceptible to online grooming/exploitation/radicalisation therefore, it is 
necessary to be more vigilant during the lockdown period and regularly check your child’s internet 
usage. Offenders are networking on the dark web and stating an increase in image trading and exploitation. They 
will look to exploit and lead our young people into harm, often using topical issues as hooks to lure them in.  
  
Home-learning  
First of all, I would like to thank all those that have completed and returned the college home-learning survey, if 
you have not then please click here to do so.  Approximately nine out of ten responses felt that, given the 

https://www.tavyside.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/01/Young-Devon-Well-Being-Document.pdf
https://www.honitoncollege.com/e-safety
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=_orX5egyHU6Z_t47dpLB-yEqAyJtySJBlaNOqrpLcrpUMkNSWVhQVDVKMlJEQjlQUUpZVEg4TlBNNy4u
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challenging circumstances, the work provided has reasonable expectations therein.  The 
majority of responses stated the amount of work was just right.  Positive comments included:  
  
"Great communication between teachers and the girls, fast response and helpful! Very pleased.”  
  
"I think they have adapted very well and managed to complete most of the work set so far.”  
  
"All going ok, teachers reply to e-mails and are helping to keep a positive learning attitude.”  
  
The overarching aim of Tranche 1 and 2 work was to provide consolidation work, including recall activities, as this 
is a key strategy to move important knowledge and understanding from working to long-term memory.  We also 
needed clarity from the DfE on how long we would be in lockdown, but we are all still waiting on that information!  
  
Tranche 3 work will start to introduce new content; key concepts that are being introduced for the first time. 
Students might need extra support and guidance, in addition to the ‘scaffolding’ given by their subject teachers, 
and they can receive that by getting in touch with them by email.    
  
Occasionally, students will be required to complete and return specific pieces of work.  Obviously, we expect all 
the work set to be attempted however, if it is significant enough for a teacher to request that is retuned (it will 
only be a small proportion of the total set), I would anticipate students will do so willingly (unless there are 
extenuating circumstances).  This willingness also applies to any invites to on-line learning through the medium 
of Microsoft TEAMS (again, assuming this is possible).  
  
Tranche 3 work will be available in the same place (click here) on our College website from Monday 4th May.  Mr 
Robson and his team will be coordinating work for students without internet in the usual manner.  
  
However, it is clear that some parents and students are getting stressed by the feeling that the work set is too 
much.  It is vitally important we look after our mental health during these difficult times therefore, there is a 
careful balancing act to be struck between continuing an ‘optimal’ education, (given the circumstances) and 
ensuring undue stress is not being placed on parents and children alike (this is why we followed expert advice and 
focussed on the consolidation of work in the first couple of tranches).  You, as parents, know your children best, 
therefore, providing students are working to the best of their ability, please do not put undue pressure on 
yourselves or your children to complete all the work set.  Should your child be struggling, please do not hesitate 
to contact the subject teacher by email and they will be glad to assist.  Please don’t stress about schoolwork.  We 
will get your child back on track in due course – that’s a teacher’s superpower!  What we can’t fix remotely 
is social-emotional trauma that prevents the brain from learning.  So right now, we just need you to share your 
calm, share your strength, and share your laughter with your children and we’ll get through this.  
  
Finally, please can I remind you to stay in communication with us.  Our main way of sharing 
information is via our weekly newsletters.  Students and parents can, of course, contact teachers about work via 
email.  Also, do look out for the regular communications from your Head of pastoral.  These are both informative 
and entertaining!  
  
Y10 data collection  
Our academic calendar would normally have staff collating Y10 data now. However, given that the purpose of 
data is to inform planning and teaching we have decided that at this moment in time there is no point in collecting 
and sharing data. Instead, we have decided that when we return to ‘normal’ we will collect data to baseline where 
students are in their learning journey, and so be able to plan for an efficient and effective year 11 - that will, by 
necessity, look very different from any previous year 11. Rest assured though we are very much on top of the 
matter.  
  

https://honitoncollegedevonsch.sharepoint.com/sites/Work%20for%20College%20Closure/Shared%20Documents/Forms/AllItems.aspx?viewid=a224b5df%2Dded4%2D44fb%2D9dfe%2Dc88330457da2
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Year 11 Prom  
“you shall go to the ball!”  Yes, you will have a prom, your posh frocks and slick suits will be on show (and that 
includes staff) and we will all be able to celebrate your secondary education together – it’s just a matter of 
when.  We will keep you posted but until such time keep practicing your catwalk swagger and your dance moves.  
  
Honiton needs some volunteers!   
It’s great to see many of our students already volunteering their help to others in this time but TRIP still need 
some willing and able people to spend some time helping others that find themselves having to self-isolate. This 
could be shopping, dog walking or other ‘ad hoc’ jobs that come up. If you or your child has any time to spare – 
please complete this online form. I can highly recommend the therapeutic effect of dog walking, so if you don’t 
have one of your own you could help someone else, as well as yourself; a win-win!  
As an aside, its lovely to see one of our Alumni Michael Harwood coordinating the IT for TRIP at the moment in 

his unscheduled break from his degree. Well done Michael         
  
Extract from a parent’s academic diary  
This made me laugh (again) and so I thought I would share it with you:  
  
I hope everyone’s week has been as much fun as ours. I am now able to calculate the average cost of a pair of 
Jimmy Choo’s whilst understanding why I’ll never be able to afford them and have learned that the alkali metals 
of the periodic table are Sodium, Potassium, Lithium, Caesium, Rubidium & Francium. I’d actually forgotten I’d 
forgotten that!  
We had a 30 min session of PE for three of the days and I was shocked to discover just how un-bendy my six-
foot teenager is. Monday was standing Pilates. I won the touching your toes competition hands down, although 
in fairness I was much nearer the floor to start with; Tuesday - improvised dumbbells (we couldn’t find the DVD) 
and Wednesday - floor Pilates where ‘Rolling like a Ball’ turned into a game of human skittles. Did we laugh? 
Suffice to say, the last few years of pelvic floor exercises have really paid off although the real core work was only 
accomplished with much passing of wind, causing more rolling about and more laughing.  
It has been earnestly requested that when school re-opens, ‘Pilates with your Mum’ be made part of the sporting 
curriculum.  
I sincerely hope everyone is finding something to laugh about during these uncertain times.  
Stay safe and stay happy.  
H  
  
“H” certainly is making the most of the extra time with her son.  It’s one of the many benefits to this pandemic.  I 
too hope you take care, stay safe and maybe, go out of your way to make the most out of every silver 
lining this lockdown provides.  Optimism is an innate quality we all possess. Coronavirus just gives us ample 
opportunity to find the positives (or discover and develop this characteristic for the first time – there is learning 
in everything we experience and all we reflect on).  
  
Until next week,  
 

  
 
Glenn  

https://www.tripcta.org/help-us/lets-beat-coronavirus/

