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Dear Parent / Carer 
 

COVID – 19 UPDATED ADVICE 
 
Glad tidings 
Communications with the college 
Work for students in the event of a school closure 
Work for students in the event of a school closure 
How long to stay at home if you have symptoms? 
 
Glad tidings from me and my staff, who are all doing an amazing job to keep the College up and running, 
as we face the unprecedented challenges regarding COVID-19.  I hope you and your family are coping 
well and may I thank you for your continued support and understanding as we endeavour to provide 
the best possible education for your child. 
  
The College is still open as required by the Department for Education (DfE).  We await news on the very 
important issues, including possible school closures and national examinations and will notify you as 
soon as we have further information. 
  
Communications with the College 
Understandably, we have had a high number of calls from concerned parents about their children’s 
medical conditions and also whether they should self-isolate.  From now on, can I please ask that in the 
first instance you visit the College website for COVID-19 advice (home page) and then decide as to 
whether you need to keep your child off school; you would still need to call the absence line if this is 
your decision.   
  
Obviously, whilst the College is still open you can still call in for all other matters, as per normal.  We are 
just trying to minimise the additional number of calls we are having to deal with and save both 
yourselves and our staff precious time. 
 
The College website https://www.honitoncollege.com/ will give you information about attendance 
and where to go to find out more public health information and we are reviewing and updating (as 
necessary), on a daily basis. 
  
You could always email the person directly instead of making a call. 

https://www.honitoncollege.com/
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Work for students in the event of a school closure 
In the event of the college having to close we are planning to provide work on a two-week basis (phase).  
Phase one is ready to be shared when required.  The instructions on how to obtain this work can be 
found by clicking on the following link: 
 
https://honitoncollegedevonsch.sharepoint.com/sites/Work%20for%20College%20Closure/SitePages/
Home.aspx  
 
(which will only be populated in the event of closure).  Additional phases will be uploaded if/when the 
need arises.  We are making alternative arrangements for the few students who will not have IT 
provision at home and liaising directly with those students concerned. 
  
If your child is already self-isolating (having followed advice) then you should direct them to the 
following resources if they have completed all the college work they already had. 
 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize 
 
https://www.senecalearning.com/ 
  
How long to stay at home if you have symptoms? 
Anyone with symptoms should stay at home for at least 7 days.  If you live with other people, they 
should stay at home for at least 14 days, to avoid spreading the infection outside the home.  After 14 
days, anyone you live with who does not have symptoms can return to their normal routine.  But, if 
anyone in your home gets symptoms, they should stay at home for 7 days from the day their symptoms 
start. Even if it means they're at home for longer than 14 days.  Students absence will be classed as 
authorised.  They will be recorded as ‘unable to attend due to exceptional circumstances’ in the 
attendance register. 
 
Information: 
If you live with someone who is 70 or over, has a long-term condition, is pregnant or has a weakened 
immune system, try to find somewhere else for them to stay for 14 days. 
If you have to stay at home together, try to keep away from each other as much as possible.  Please 
refer to the links to NHS and Government advice below: 
 
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/self-isolation-advice/ 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance/stay-at-home-
guidance-for-households-with-possible-coronavirus-covid-19-infection 
  
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
 
Glenn Smith 
Principal 
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