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Dear Parent/Carer/student 
 
I trust all was well with you during the half-term.  We are all set for the full return which will 
commence from 8 March, and rather than wait another day I thought I would send out my weekly 
communication early, now that we have had time to digest and assimilate the masses of guidance that 
has come to us since Monday. 
 
The Government has announced that from 8 March (see DfE operation guidance document: Schools 
coronavirus (COVID-19) operational guidance, February 2021), all students should attend 
school/college and they have given schools/colleges the opportunity to stagger that return in order to 
ensure everyone’s safety.  We are extremely happy to be welcoming students back and with your 
continued support we will be able to undertake this task whilst maintaining our aim to minimise the 
risk of transmission of coronavirus (COVID-19) in our school and then possibly out into our wider 
community.  We aim to have everyone back in college as soon as possible. 
 
Much of the system of controls to minimise the risk of infection were in place already, prior to, and 
during, the current lockdown.  In addition, in-line with DfE guidance, we are insisting that face 
coverings should be worn (unless a person is exempt and if you believe your child/children to be 
exempt please contact the College at admin@honitoncollege.devon.sch.uk) in corridors, 
classrooms  or during activities unless social distancing can be maintained. This does not apply in 
situations where wearing a face covering would impact on the ability to take part in exercise or 
strenuous activity, for example in PE lessons.  We are taking this additional precautionary measure 

for a limited time during this period of high coronavirus (COVID-19) prevalence in the community. 
These measures will be in place until Easter. As with all measures, we will keep it under review and 
update guidance at that point.  Please make sure your child can safely store their face covering in their 
personal sealable plastic bags between use. 
 
People aged 11 and over must wear a face covering when travelling on public 
transport (unless exempt). In accordance with advice from PHE, they must also wear a face covering 
when travelling on dedicated transport to secondary school. 
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/what-parents-and-carers-need-to-know-about-early-years-providers-schools-and-colleges-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications&utm_source=0ee87fcc-71b0-4646-af1b-d6cc22146f0a&utm_content=immediately
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/what-parents-and-carers-need-to-know-about-early-years-providers-schools-and-colleges-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications&utm_source=0ee87fcc-71b0-4646-af1b-d6cc22146f0a&utm_content=immediately
mailto:admin@honitoncollege.devon.sch.uk
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Rapid testing using Lateral Flow Devices (LFD)s will support the return to face-to- 
face education by helping to identify people who are infectious but do not have any 
coronavirus (COVID-19) symptoms.  For secondary school students the DfE have stated that we are to 
adopt a home testing model, following the first 3 onsite tests that the college will undertake within 
the first two weeks of every students’ return.  Once student have been tested 3 times at school, they 
will be provided with home test kits for regular testing. LFD testing is ‘opt in’ so we will need your 
consent - we implore you to allow us to test your child in order to minimise the risk to everyone in our 
community.  All the necessary documentation for consent and accompanying guidance for home 
testing will follow separately. 
 
If your child has previously tested positive then you should have let the college know via 
mpym@honitoncollege.devon.sch.uk as this will affect when they will be able to commence LFD 
testing. 
 
Students will be supplied with LFD test kits to self-swab and test themselves twice a week at home. 
Students must report their result to NHS Test and Trace as soon as the test is completed either online 
or by telephone as per the instructions in the home test kit.  Students should also share their result, 
whether void, positive or negative, with the college to help with contact tracing. 
 
Students aged 18 and over should self-test and report the result, with assistance if needed. 
Adolescents aged 12 to 17 should self-test and report with adult supervision. The adult may conduct 
the test if necessary. Children aged 11 attending a secondary school can be tested by an adult but all 
of the Year 7s in college have swabbed themselves and were very proficient too. 
 
Students with a positive LFD test result will need to self-isolate in line with the stay-at-home guidance. 
They will also need to arrange a lab-based polymerase chain reaction (PCR) test to confirm the result if 
the test was done at home. Those with a negative LFD test result can continue to attend school and 
use protective measures. 
 
Testing and return of students will be phased during the first week in order to manage the 
number of students passing through our test site at any one time. The DfE have asked schools/colleges 
to prioritise vulnerable children and children of critical workers, and year groups 10 to 13, and so our 
Year groups will return as follows: 
 

• Monday 8 March:  CWV students will continue to follow their amended timetable 
until their Year group returns 
 

• Monday 8 March:  Years 11/12/13 

• Tuesday 9 March:  Years 9 and 10 

• Wednesday 10 March:                Years 7 and 8 
 
College attendance will be mandatory for all students from the week beginning 8 March unless they are 
self-isolating or are deemed clinically extremely vulnerable (and have a letter from NHS/GP – please 
send a copy of this letter to admin@honitoncollege.devon.sch.uk).  If there has been any change to 
your child/children’s medical situation that you think we should be aware of please contact 
admin@honitoncollege.devon.sch.uk to inform us, in particular if your child has an individual health 
plan or risk assessment. 
 

mailto:mpym@honitoncollege.devon.sch.uk
mailto:admin@honitoncollege.devon.sch.uk
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College uniform will be required daily unless your child has S&PE that day – in which case they can 
attend in their college sport kit. The usual high standards, which we all appreciate, will be expected. 
 
For individual and very frequently used equipment, such as pencils and pens, students must have their 
own items. 
 
Running a school/college (or for that matter any business) during a pandemic is a massive challenge.  
However, I know you will agree that all our staff, with the support of students, parents, and carers, have 
done an amazing job since the out-break of Coronavirus (I think we were all doing a good job prior to 
the virus too).  With your continued support, the education, wellbeing, and safety of every child will 
remain our top priorities.  
 
Best wishes, 
 

 
 
Glenn Smith 
Principal 
 


