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8 May 2020 
 
Dear Student/Parent/Carer 
 
Good morning to you. 
 
The parents’ guide to 
Virtual Ten Tors 
2.6 challenge 
Home learning 
Extract from a parent’s academic diary 
CreATE Showcase 2020 
 
With the tune: “We’ll meet again, don’t know where don’t know when” ringing in my ears I too can draw many 
parallels between WW2 and lockdown.  On Sunday we will learn more of the plans for a gradual return to 
normality.  To acknowledge our pride for the way everyone has been coping with the challenge I asked staff to 
find time to send an uplifting message to our students in particular, but also our whole community - because we 
are more than just a school, especially in such challenging times.  We are thinking of you - we are all in this 
together.  The video shows how much we miss your voices, laughter, enthusiasm, and even your spirited 
behaviour! I hope you enjoy it. Stay safe, stay positive and I look forward to when we meet again in College. 
 
The parents’ guide to 
 
Some of you may have already downloaded the free guide: The Parents’ Guide to coping with school closures 
(April edition) that I promoted in a previous communication, and I hope it’s proving useful. If you haven’t already 
downloaded it, do take a look here. 
 
 ‘The Parents’ Guide to’ monthly newsletter (term time only) has been created to provide you with resources 
and ideas on how to increase parental engagement usefully. I hope you find the following resources and ideas 
helpful. Click here to view this newsletter (with free resources) online. 
 
Virtual Ten Tors 
 
As you know, last weekend should have been the Ten Tors expedition. One student came up with the great idea 
that he could do something similar from home and went on a walk in the countryside and camped in his garden.  
 
A video call to Ten Tors friends made it a worthwhile substitute with plenty of fresh air, exercise and 
companionship.  Ten Tors will be back I’m sure and then Nathan and his fellow walkers can complete the 
challenge for real! 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PhCG27QBiYk
http://www.theparentsguideto.co.uk/coronavirus
http://www.theparentsguideto.co.uk/school-newsletter
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2.6 challenge 
 
Sunday 26th April was the day the Virgin Money London Marathon was supposed to take place, with tens of 
thousands of participants set to run just over 26 miles through the heart of the British capital. 
 
The organisers of the marathon instead launched a challenge to bring the Nation together. Mr Taylor invited 
YOU and your FAMILIES to join the Physical Education department for the 2.6 challenge. Were you up for it?  
Send in your stories/images to Mr Taylor and we will share them in our Newsletter which will be back next 
week. 
   

  
 
Home learning 
 
Getting the balance right for remote learning is an impossible task and no one is deluded enough to state that 
students will make anyway near the same amount of progress this way as they would in their classrooms.  We 
decided that tranche 3, which commenced last Monday, would signify a switch to work that entailed new 
learning, and only then the topics that contain the relatively easier content remaining in the programmes of 
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study, because students are obviously learning without the presence of their teacher.  You should of detected a 
shift in emphasis in the work and staff are being asked to experiment a little more with the TEAMS platform that 
is being used to videoconference groups (initially, with Sixth Form in the main) but obviously some staff will be 
more familiar with the technology than others, so we are supporting some to trial it and incorporate it into their 
pedagogical repertoire.  Afterall, learning is for life! 
 
Lockdown learning is not ideal but what we are delivering currently (set tasks that can be done without a 
teacher’s input) has to be the staple diet, with a ‘sprinkle’ of interactive time, maybe used to deliver some new 
concept, or provide formative/summative feedback, as you would in the classroom.  From now on though we 
aim to have regular contact with each class, because it is just as important to maintain that interaction between 
a teacher and their students from a social perspective.  That said, we have to remain inclusive, and not 
disadvantage a significant number of our students who won’t access the face-to-face (almost 20% of our 
learning community do not have the resources to access interactive learning).  Knowing of the failed attempts in 
other schools, where they have drastically reigned in their interactive work because of this issue and many 
others, our staff will only use this method sparingly.  Students can always contact a teacher by email. 
 
Extract from a parent’s academic diary 
 
You’ll never guess what arrived on Tuesday. My brand new, clip together, pink and grey, weighted Hula hoop. 
Actually I had forgotten I’d ordered it so it was a bit of a surprise for me too, but oh my goodness the fun we’ve 
had. Never before have I seen my teenager so active (or so flexible). During break he composed a piece of music 
at just the right tempo, and playing it on a loop, we hooped and whooped our way through the full 30 minutes 
of PE. 
 
D.E.A.R. I have to say is one of my favourite times of the day, not only because it gives me chance to get my 
breath back. We are both reading Skulduggery Pleasant, an excellent series of books about a skeleton detective 
packed full of action, magic and adventure - that’s the books not the skeleton, although he does have a few 
tricks up his sleeve; a brilliant read for teenagers and old-agers alike. 
 
Life Skills; now there’s a subject I’m only just getting to grips with, and as it’s been hinted at on occasion that I 
don’t do enough housework I decide to enlist some help by incorporating it into this weeks learning. Turns out 
the teenager is pretty good at dusting and with his long arms and the fuzzy thing on a stick can reach the 
cobwebs I hadn’t even noticed. 
 
Spring cleaning done, we race back to our game of Minecraft - um, that’s Physics to you Mr Maplesdon! 
Stay safe and stay focused on the important things. 

P.s love the staff video. It gave C. a real boost, thank you😊 
 
CreATE Showcase 2020 
 
Please find below (next page) details of how to enter the CreATE Showcase, the deadline for entries will be 23rd 
June. 
 
Take care 
 

 
 
Glenn 
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