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24 Hour Danceathon Challenge – March 2020 
£1306.97 for Honiton Memory Café 

With Honiton Dementia Action Alliance 



Danceathon Success – in more ways than one! 
The last entry I made was when we were half way through the 24hour marathon of dancing at 2am and the pandemic had 
slightly taken over the reporting of the success of both students, staff and member of the community in their amazing efforts 
in raising over £1300 for the Honiton Dementia Memory Café. Our 24hour events are becoming a slight tradition and this  
being our 6th time of testing ourselves to the limit for a great local cause. For many years our Sixth Form students have 
worked with the Memory Café and all become Dementia Friends through training provided by Heather Penwarden. 
  
Our fears of not keeping the minimum of 10 people on the dancefloor at all times was nothing to worry about as apart from a 
very small dip at 4.30am – the dancefloor was populated with our amazing students, staff, supporters of the Sixth Form from 
the community, our College nurse (just in case we needed her!)  and an ex student who messaged to see if he could come 
back and join in. We had a different genre of music every hour which kept spirits high and who knew that Mr Smith was a line            
dancing expert in Country Music hour at 3am. A guest live DJ slot from Mrs Shorters husband saw the ‘older generation’ leave 
the dancefloor for that hour and replenish the refreshments and to check the noise levels outside as the last thing we wanted 
was to reported for an illegal rave! 
  
Fresh legs were welcomed by all,  when the Year 5 students from Honiton Primary joined us on Friday morning and they                 
absolutely dominated the dancefloor with their well -rehearsed moves. Great effort by all, including their teachers thank you. 
  
Usually by the end of the 24hours we are feeling shattered and I mutter those words “never again” but as we all danced to 
our traditional last song of any event -  Mr Brightside , joined by Heather and her husband as well as many staff who couldn’t 
keep away, the smiles on everyone’s faces said it all. Music and dancing does really life the soul and maybe it was just the 
best event ever!  
 
Thank you as always to the staff who helped setting up the event , danced and generally gave their support plus thank you to  
Honiton Golf Club  who provided us with the dancefloor and also to the generous sponsors of refreshments; Tesco, Bartlett’s 
Farm Shop, Crusty Cob Bakers , Accidental Vegan Café and our College caterers Impact Food who provided us with the 
cooked breakfast to get us through those last few hours. 
  
A great event and what we didn’t realise at the time was this was to be the last time we would probably all be together for a 
long time so actually Year 13’s – what a way to go! 

Year 13’s – a temporary Good-
bye…. 
With the news breaking the week after the 
Danceathon that we were likely to close, we 
quickly decided to have a last lunch together for 
the Year 13’s. We thought that this was just a 
temporary goodbye as like the Year 11’s – no one 
was actually ready to leave early.  
 
when we are allowed – we will have the             
traditional leaving events to reminisce about all 
of their highs and funny bits of their Sixth Form 

experience and to reassure them that they will be an official 
leavers ‘do’ when we are allowed to!                                                                         
They handed over their centre plants to me for safekeeping; 
cleaned out the fridge (thank goodness!) and left us with an 
Image of Barry the Positive Sheep….who’s still there to keep 
us going! 
  
The Year 13’s in lockdown have been an amazing credit to 
themselves with the complexities of Calculated Grades,           
University applications and the changing world of                          
Apprenticeships and the suspension of their travel plans.  

We have regular TEAMs catch up on a Friday to check in with each other with this week Ollie Bright running a quiz for us. Last 
weeks theme of ‘Show n Tell’ taking them back to the start of their educational journey was both amusing and humbling. A 
great group, although they have temporary  left us – they have not certainly been forgotten by us having made a huge impact 
to our community. 

Selena Burroughs, Director of Post 16 



 

Entry to Sixth Form 

A few students have contacted me regarding grades needed to start their Level 3 Qualifications in Sixth Form and how do 
we as a College actually decide. The basic principle that we follow is: do we as the teaching team feel as though the student 
is academically able to study at this level and is it the right choice for them? This decision is made up from the following : 

 GCSE exam grades 

 Progress made throughout Year 11 and reports from the teachers 

 The interest and desire to follow the subject 

 

On results day, which is 20th August for Year 11’s, we take into account all of the above so if the student doesn’t quite meet 
the requirements it is not just a straightforward NO but then a discussion with the student and you as parents/carers            
taking into account the progress in Year 11 and the students motivation to improve to see if they are suited to the course 
and level. The STEP UP work that has been set and that may have been completed would be a great example of the interest 
and motivation to study for example. For some students if the predicted grades are borderline , we would advise that they 
may wish to look at alternative courses available to them.   

Please do not hesitate to contact me SBurroughs@honitoncollege.devon.sch.uk if you have any individual questions I can 
help you with.  The positive that I always say to anyone is that Post 16 is a real choice for any Year 11 as its the last piece of 
funded education that they will receive. Working with the student and you, the Post 16 team as well as Ms Bown as Careers 
Lead,  whilst we would warmly welcome any Year 11 back to Sixth Form here at HCC, we try to ensure the decision is the 
correct one for every individual.  

 

 Year 11 - If you at a loss as to what to do – this might give you some inspiration 

  

 Year 10 - In a couple of weeks’ time we will discuss with you about your futures and where 

to start  looking – this is a good place to start – Bicton offer a very wide range of course. 

mailto:SBurroughs@honitoncollege.devon.sch.uk




   #DevonVirtualGames 
  

#DevonVirtualGames Event Number 3 - Dance Video Intro 

  

#DevonVirtualGames-Overview - Terms and Conditions 
  

 

 
 
This event gives you the chance to have some fun creating your own dance routine to the song ‘Blinding Lights’ by The 
Weekend. Your routine will have to be no longer than 1 minute in duration, but you can use any style of dance you like. If 
we have adequate entries and permissions allow, we will be editing clips of all the entries to create a dance video routine to 
thank all key workers for their hard work. This is a chance to get your best dance moves out and show them off, but most 
importantly have fun! 

  
  
Sportshall Pentathlon (closes at 5pm on Sunday 21st June) 

 
 
 
 
 
  
 

 

 

#DevonVirtualGames - Sportshall-Pentathlon.pdf 

#DevonVirtualGames - Sportshall Pentathlon Video 

  Mr A Taylor , Head of Sport & PE 
  

https://www.activedevon.org/enter-the-dance-challenge-our-third-event-for-devonvirtualgames/
https://www.activedevon.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/DevonVirtualGames-Overview-and-TCs.pdf
https://www.activedevon.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/Sportshall-Pentathlon.pdf
https://www.activedevon.org/enter-the-sportshall-challenge-our-second-event-for-devonvirtualgames/

