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Messages From Head of Pastoral 

Mr E Leach: Head of Pastoral Year 7 

Hi Year 7, 

I just wanted to check-in with you all and see 
how you are doing as this will be your first       
experience of a Lockdown at Honiton Community 
College. I can understand that having to go into 
lockdown is for some a worrying prospect, and 

one that some of you might be feeling anxious and apprehensive 
about. Please speak to someone if this is you? perhaps to your 
family, friends, your tutor, or me.   

A lot of the messages you have received have asked you to      
contact your teacher if you are unsure about the work. Please do 
this. 

 If you do not know their email address, please email me  
eleach@honitoncollege.devon.sch.uk I will be able to direct you 
and get you in touch with the right member of staff.  

Please continue to access Class Charts to do your work for your 
lessons; it is important that you all carry on with your learning 
throughout Lockdown.  

There will be interactive lessons held by your teachers which will 
last for roughly 15-20 minutes, try and attend as many of these as 
you can as they will really help with understanding of the work. 
You will receive a calendar invite to your College email address, 
click on the link and it will take you to the lesson in TEAMS. Please 
make sure that you mute your microphones and use the hands up 
function if you want to ask a question.  

Stay safe and look after yourselves. 

Miss S Daw: Head of Pastoral Year 8 

Hi, Year 8, 

I just wanted to check-in with you all and see 
how you are doing as we begin this latest       
lockdown. I can understand that having to go 
into Lockdown again is a daunting prospect, and 
one that some of you might be feeling  worried, 

apprehensive or disappointed about. Please reach out and speak 
to someone if this is the case – perhaps to your family, friends, 
your tutor or myself.   

Please continue to access Class Charts to do your work for your 
lessons; it is really important that you all carry on with your  
learning throughout lockdown. Please do contact your teachers if 
you are stuck with any of the work or need any help, advice or 
support with it.  

Take care of yourselves,  

SDaw@honitoncollege.devon.sch.uk 

SSmith@honitoncollege.devon.sch.uk 

 Miss H Blight: Head of Pastoral Year 9 

 Hello year 9, 

Happy New Year! I hope you had a lovely Christmas despite the current situation.  Welcome back (virtually) to the new 
College term. You are currently working under extreme circumstances which will pose challenges. It is completely ok to 
not feel ‘ok’ or to be feeling a little bit anxious. Myself and all of your teachers are here to support you in every way we 
can so please don’t panic!!  

On a different note, you still have some exciting things to look forward to this term including choosing your GCSE Options. Options Even-
ing and Year 9 Progress Evening will go ahead (virtually) so you won’t miss out on anything. You will soon be receiving an Options booklet 
which will give you all the information you need, to choose your subjects. Virtual Options Evening is on Thursday 14th of January where 
you will get a chance to re-watch all the options assemblies. Progress Evening is on Thursday 28th of January. This will give you the        
opportunity to speak to your teachers and get some idea about whether the subject is for you or not. Some of you may already know 
what you would like to continue studying and some will have no idea… both is fine.  

A big well done to all of you who are participating in the Duke of Edinburgh, I am impressed with the amount of Year 9’s who want to be 
involved. Keep looking out for more information from Miss Meyer.  

Any questions or concerns at all, please email HBlight@honitoncollege.devon.sch.uk   or  SThomas@honitoncollege.devon.sch.uk 
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Mr T Skelding: Head of Pastoral Year 11 

Happy New Year to everyone in Year 11!  

Just a short message from Miss Venn and      
myself to say how sorry we are that 2021       
started with such a bombshell! I know that many 
of you will be feeling a bit directionless following 
the news that GCSE’s have been cancelled. I 

want to reassure you that all of the hard work you have put in 
to date, does not go unnoticed and will help you in the future 
too. Despite the mocks in February being postponed, as a      
College we will still be doing some form of assessment       
between now and the summer, so it is really important that you 
continue to study for all of the subjects you are taking.      
Assessments aside, staying in a regular routine, including your 
learning is so important for your overall health, both physical, 
social and emotional, so I urge you to keep following your daily 
practice, it will make the transition into Sixth Form, College or 
the workplace much smoother.  

Finally I would like to encourage you to attend your TEAMS  
tutor sessions once a week to check in and say hi, it is really 
important to continue having regular contact with your teachers 
and class mates. If you need to contact Miss Venn or myself for     
anything at all, you can email 
nvenn@honitoncollege.devon.sch.uk or       
tskelding@honitoncollege.devon.sch.uk.  

We have had quite a few requests for predicted grades for       
College/Sixth Form applications. Just before Christmas, every 
student in Year 11 was given a list of their ”Target Grades”. 
These are the best we can do at the moment, as the students 
missed their summer mocks and the last data we have for them 
is from the middle of Year 10. Please use this information for 
your applications and state that they are predicted grades. If 
you wish, you can ask the College/Sixth Form to contact me for 
further clarification, should they need it.  

Miss E Barret: Head of Pastoral Year 10 

Happy New Year to everyone from Miss Thomas and 
myself. 

I just wanted to say hello to you all, and sorry that we 
are not able to all reunite in College at the moment 
and I hope you all managed some relaxed family time 
over Christmas despite everything going on. 

I know that many of you will be feeling a little unsettled by the      
announcements and changes to our routine as we find ourselves in 
Lockdown again. But I just wanted to reassure you all, that if you are 
feeling a little uneasy then there are plenty of people you can talk to 
at College, your tutor, your teachers, and of course Miss Thomas and 
myself.  

Starting from Monday your teachers will be inviting you to your 
online TEAMS sessions to talk to you about work set, go through any 
questions or queries and give feedback. I am actively encouraging 
you to attend this, and you will be registered for every session and            
followed up if you did not attend.  

Of course, if there is a genuine reason then please do let your       
teachers know so they are aware. These are designed to help and 
reassure you and keep you on track. It is imperative that we keep 
the wheels churning even if we are not in College physically, we 
need to keep the learning going virtually. As always, if you need to 
contact Miss Thomas or myself for anything at all, you can email                                    

sthomas@honitoncollege.devon.sch.uk and 
ebarrett@honitoncollege.devon.sch.uk 

Take Care, 

Despite us being in lockdown, there is still plenty of opportunities for you to 
complete your award. Why not learn to cook, help out an elderly neighbour or 
complete the couch to 5km challenge? Here is a list of a few ideas of what you 
could do for each section: 

https://www.dofe.org/dofewithadifference/activities 

What you need to do next: 

• Decide what you’re going to do for each section

• Log in to eDofE and enter your personal details (like address and email etc)

• For each section, you need to state what you’re going to do, what your goals are and how long you’re going to do it for.
Fill in all of the sections with a * next to it.

• Once you have done this, I will read your proposal and approve it if it’s all okay. You may then start your activity.
Remember to record evidence as you go along (such as pictures and activity logs) and upload it to eDofE. (you will not need
an assessors report until you have completed the section).

Duke of Edinburgh Expeditions 

At this moment in time, the expeditions are still going ahead as planned. Unfortunately we will not know until nearer the 
time whether or not the expeditions are able to take place. I will continue to monitor the situation and provide you with 
any necessary updates. There is no strict time frame to complete your award – in fact you have until you’re 25 years old to 
complete your award. Therefore, any potential changes to the expedition this year will not affect your overall completion of 
your award. In the meantime, you can still be making progress towards completing the other sections. 

Miss A Meyer Teacher of PE, Duke of Edinburgh Coordinator 

UPDATE 
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