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If you are struggling to keep your child on track,                 
especially those in Years 11 and 13, do direct them to 
the 25 minute video on what to do at home.  
 
Alternatively, you may prefer to download one of the 
free guides. There are plenty of other resources for 
parents which have been developed during Covid 19, 
so why not try the link to the website if you can:: 

www.theparentsguideto.co.uk/coronavirus 
 

Support through Covid-19 

NEWSLETTER 
Friday 12th February 2021 

http://www.theparentsguideto.co.uk/coronavirus


Then it encourages children to use some of the following ideas to help them with the next steps. 
• Talk it through! Discuss what you see with a friend - what do they think? 

• Too good to be True? What is the motive behind the things you see being shared online? 

• Fact or Fiction? Can you recognise when opinions are being shared. 

• Question the source! Double-check the same information from a reliable source before you share! 

• Take Positive Action! Make the internet a better place – don’t share inaccurate posts.. 

• Ask for help! Telling a trusted adult is the best way for a child to get help. 

 

Tuesday 9th of February, was Safer Internet Day. With most of us being online 
more than ever I thought I would share a few of the key resources from the   
Safer Internet Day 2021. This year’s Safer Internet Day is celebrating the               
amazing range of information and opportunities online, and its potential to              
inform, connect and inspire us, whilst also looking at how young people can        
separate “fact from fiction”. 

I e-mailed all our students a link to a great virtual assembly to watch (here) and some short film clips (here and here)  on 
how expert fact checkers check for accuracy when online. Then I shared a link to a short quiz (here). The quiz can help the 
whole family learn about separating fact from fiction when online. It might be a good family activity to do together to get 
help children talk about reliability of information online.  

Safer Internet Day 2021 - An internet we trust:  
exploring reliability in the online world. 

The campaign suggests that when children see information online that they are not sure 
of it they can ask three simple questions. 
 

1. Where is the information from? 
2. What is missing? 
3. How does it make you feel? 

When you have a few spare minutes this week with your children, please discuss this year’s Safer Internet Day theme 
with them. Helping them be safer online. 

Joshua Wright, Director of IT 

 
Year 7 Flower Dissection 

Year 7 Harmony’s Crystal  

Year 8  
Determining if leaves are 
needed for transpiration  

Ruby Lane 

Yelena Stevens 

Yelena Stevens 

Harvey Blackmore  Sophia  Thomas Smith 

https://www.saferinternet.org.uk/safer-internet-day/safer-internet-day-2021/i-am-educator/virtual-assembly-11-18s
https://vimeo.com/480840050
https://vimeo.com/480845403
https://www.saferinternet.org.uk/safer-internet-day/safer-internet-day-2021/safer-internet-day-2021-quiz


Following the success of our 1st Book Club meeting 
(including a retweet from the author ) this month’s book has been 

chosen and ordered for Post-16       
students and some staff to join in.   
Many of us were taken out of our usual 
comfort zone with the last book but the 
gathering of thoughts from everyone 
was really enlightening and just brought 
home to us all the positives about       
embracing something we are not used 
to and the enjoyment of taking time out 
to bury ourselves into a book. 
A good half-term ahead for all with this 
new title. 

Weekly Quiz 

The weekly remote quiz continues to bring a ray of laughter and 

smiles to some Sixth Formers and the tutors on Thursday and just a 

moment away from their busy life of academic studies.  

Well done to Ellis and Kai, Year 13 who provided a very entertaining 

round last week  with some great photo entries including this one of 

a mix of World Leaders!  

This week sees Ebony, Year 12 take up the baton to run the quiz. I 

think this will be the only thing we will all miss when we get to go 

back to ‘normal’……. 13ATA are a head on the leader board but it’s 

all still to play for! 

SIXTH FORM 

ENGLISH DEPARTMENT 
Creating word clouds from their responses during TEAMS lessons and added a couple more useful words. 

The Years 9 students have been broadening their vocabulary by thinking of synonyms for common verbs. 
The Year 8 students have been thinking of synonyms for different adjectives to support their creative writing. 

Miss J Rossiter, English Department 



 

 

School Library Service 

Follow Babcock School Library Service 
         https://twitter.com/babcockldpsls 

www.babcockldp.co.uk/sls 
email: LDP-SchoolsLibraryServiceCentral@babcockinternational.com 

 
 

 
 

Babcock School Library Service 
‘Toilet Roll Challenge’ 

 for World Book Day 4th March 2021  

Run the competition in your school and then email us with photographs of your 
winning entries for each category. 

 Open to all schools (subscribing or non-subscribing). 

5 Categories  
 

KS1 
Year 3/4 
Year 5/6 

KS3  
Staff 

The Brief: 
 

 The design should be created using cardboard 
tubes whilst in their original cylindrical shape – that’s 
the challenge!   

 The tubes cannot be wrapped in paper but it is 
acceptable to stick things on to create the design. 

 The design should represent your favourite book 
character or book.  

 Any size cardboard tube is acceptable e.g. kitchen 
roll tube, wrapping paper tube. 

 Any medium can be used to achieve this e.g. felt tip, 
ink, paint, collage. 

 

The deadline for entries is 5pm Friday 26th February.  
Email photos of your winning entries to  

ldp-schoolslibraryservicecentral@babcockinternational.com 
Judging will take place on 1st March with the winning schools notified on 2nd March. 

 Prizes should be sent out in time for World Book Day.    

http://www.babcockldp.co.uk/sls
mailto:ldp-schoolslibraryservicecentral@babcockinternational.com


Taran Dhaliwal recommends: 
Wonder by R.J Palicio 
I recommend this book because it is a heartfelt tale of a boy with a medical condition affecting his life. I love how it 
jumps from character to character instead of focusing on just Auggie. 
Though I’m a person who does not usually cry, I found this really emotional and it made me bawl my eyes out. That is 
why I think it is good for everyone - even the toughest of the bunch can feel sad after reading this. 

Dexter Farquhar recommends: 
The Secret Diary of Adrian Mole by Sue Townsend 
I think this book is good as it is very funny. It is about the life of a teenager so it would help prepare you for later on in 
life and has a variety of different words to help widen your vocabulary. 

Yelena Stevens reccomends: 
 The Miscalculations of Lightning Girl by Stacy McAnulty. 
Also 
The Harry Potter collection by JK Rowling. 
The Twisted Tales collection and The Hunger games. 
For older readers who are interested in history; Pride & Prejudice 

Emily Bond recommends: 
 Flame and the Rebel Riders by Stacy Gregg 
 My favourite Book is from the pony club series Book number 9. It is very good if you like horses. 

Katie Rich recommends: 
Can You See Me  by Libby Scott and Rebecca Westcott 
A girl with autism start in secondary school and she is in a different tutor group to all her friends. With Libby Scott’s 
11yr old diary entries this is an authentic, powerful, and truly memorable book that will change your view of autism 
forever. 

Amelia Brake recommends: 
 A Sprinkle of Sorcery  by Michelle Harrison 

The Widdershins sisters go on magical adventures.  

Ellie Rich recommends: 
 The Boy, The Mole, The Fox and the Horse by Charlie Mackesy 
 I recommend this book because it is not really a story book but is a book filled with lots of positive comments. 

Emily Leigh-Mallory recommends: 
 Murder Most Unladylike by Robin Stevens 
 I recommend this book because it is fast paced and thrilling. It is great for mystery lovers. It has great   
characters in it as well. 

Esme Whitmarsh recommends: 
Deathly Hallows by Jk Rowling 
Well, any Harry Potter book it is worth reading and then reading again. 

Seth Marsdon recommends 
Alex Rider:  Russian Roulette by Anthony Horwitz 
A fast action thriller that will keep your heart racing. 

Katie Ings recommends: 
 The Boy at The Back of The Class by   Onjali Q Rauf 
This is the story about how one ordinary nine-year-old child and three classmates are full of empathy for   
Ahmet, a boy who comes to their school as a refugee from Syria. 

RECOMMENDED READS FROM 7MCU  



Mathematics Half Term  

P1 & P2 Challenge 
Mathematics is all around us and is used extensively in our everyday lives.  There are so many occasions where I 
came across mathematics this week apart from teaching in our virtual classrooms at present.   

Below are some everyday examples where I have used mathematics this week.  Your challenge for the week of half 
term is to find some mathematics in everyday life or some mathematics you or anyone in your household uses.  Send 
me an email with the aspects of mathematics you have noticed, found or used during half-term.  It doesn't have to 
be a long log or list,  pictures with a brief explanation would be just as good.   

A P1 will be awarded for any contribution containing 3 or more aspects.  A P2 will be awarded for the best entries.  
Happy mathematics searching and a happy and well earned half term break to you all.   

Send entries to:  mbrailsford@honitoncollege.devon.sch.uk  before Monday 1st March 

 

 

 

 

 



 

During the Autumn term, Years 7 and 8 students participated in the Devon Virtual Games Cross Country Challenge. 
Competing against other schools throughout Devon, students were tasked with running as far as possible in 8 
minutes. The event was a huge success with Devon entries totaling in excess of 11000 primary and secondary school                   
children.  
Over 3600 of these participants came from East Devon - this was the highest participation area in Devon. 
Our students showed great determination and resilience and achieved some impressive distances. There were some 
great individual and team successes from the virtual games compared with the results against other schools in East 
Devon and the whole of Devon .  
 
A huge congratulations to the following: 

Team: 
Years 7&8 received a bronze team award in East Devon 

 
Individual Winners 
Ava L. and Tia W. received a gold award for achieving the best distance across the whole of Devon for 
years 7 & 8 
 
Ben M. and George P. received a silver award for their individual distances completed for East Devon for 
years 7 & 8 
 
Riley P. and Matthew S. received a gold award for their individual distances completed for East Devon 
years 7 & 8 
 
We are very proud of our students’ efforts and we look forward to handing out certificates and medals 
when they return to college. 

Miss A Meyer, Teacher of PE, Duke of Edinburgh Coordinator 



 

Congratulations to the Years 7 & 8 students who participated in the Devon Autumn Virtual Games Sportshall Athletics             
competition. The event had over 3700 primary and secondary school entries across Devon.  

Team: 
The Year 7 Team came 2nd / silver in Devon. 

 
Individual  Winners in East Devon: 

. 

 

Mia W. Year 7  Ben M. Year 8  
 

Harry R. Year 8  Jude P. Year 8 

Skipping Challenge 

Opens: Monday 1 February 2021 
Closes: 5pm, Friday 26 March 2021  

 Brief Description of the Event:    
 
This event is aimed at primary and secondary school                 
students to develop their knowledge, skills, and creativity of 
golf either at home, or at school in their bubbles.  
The Golf Event includes:  
• An introduction to golf - find out some facts about the game.  
• Create and design your own golf course on paper or                    
computer.  
• Complete some or all the skills cards.  
 
To achieve one of the Bronze, Silver or Gold e-certificates you 
will need to:  
• Design and draw a nine-hole golf course on paper or                        
computer, a nine-hole golf course for BRONZE  
• Complete Bronze and two further skills of your choice for 
SILVER  
• Complete Bronze and Silver and all the skills for GOLD  

 
 
 

Golf / Design your Own Course and 4 Skills Games 

Opens: Monday 1 February 2021 
Closes: 5pm, Friday 26 March 2021 

Please click on the link for information: Virtual Games | collegesite (honitoncollege.com) 

 Brief Description of the Event:  

The #DevonVirtualGames has an exciting opportunity for all 
the family to get involved in a skipping challenge. If you do not 
have a skipping rope at home, do not worry, as we want to 
offer you an incentive to join the challenge. Click on the link 
below to receive a maximum of two free skipping ropes per 
family, or two per Key Stage for schools that are working with 
key worker children. The skipping ropes will also be delivered 
direct to your door. Skipping Challenge Rope Incentive Form.  
There will be a choice of a Gold, Silver or Bronze challenge at 
which consist of different elements such as Single Bounce,               
Double Bounce, Run, Slalom Skip and Speed Skipping. Can you 
complete the skipping sequence for the duration of time set? 
If you are not sure what these are, click on the relevant link 
below to take you to the #DevonVirtualGames Dan the                
skipping man challenges. He makes it simple and super easy 
to follow.  

Mr A Taylor, Head of Sport & PE Department 

https://www.honitoncollege.com/virtualgames


PE @ Home Challenges Session, Dance 

Miss A Meyer, Teacher of PE, Duke of Edinburgh Coordinator 







































https://honitoncollegedevonsch.sharepoint.com/sites/Visual%20Arts%20GCSE 

https://www.lensculture.com/  

https://honitoncollegedevonsch.sharepoint.com/sites/Visual%20Arts%20GCSE
https://www.lensculture.com/






































                               

Hi, Year 7.  

Well done you have made it through a tough half-term of virtual learning. Please enjoy your week off and 
use it to reflect, relax and rest. Reflecting is important for you to think about all the great things you have 
achieved over the last few weeks. Relax by doing something different, get outside for some exercise, read 
a book, or create something. Most importantly get some rest to allow yourself to fully recover for the 
new term.  
 

I watched the Super Bowl (first half, it is on too late for me to watch the whole thing) and it was           
brilliant to see The Tampa Bay Buccaneers take the win, led by the legendary Tom Brady. As a result, as 
I was looking into him as a sports person. I came across this quote: 

  
“I always try to do as much as I can do. I'm never a person that does not enough, because I'd  regret not doing enough and 

think I probably would have done more. I probably go too far and have to reel myself back in, which works in some things, 
and other things it doesn't work.” 
 
Now the first part is almost what you would expect from someone with his level of success and work ethic. Success comes 
from hard work. The second part is what I find interesting: “which works in some things, and in other things it doesn’t 
work.” It is important that you work hard but please balance that with other things going on in your life. If you find yourself 
stuck on a piece of work that is taking you 2-3 hours to complete; perhaps take a step back, submit what you have done 
and reflect on what you would change next time and start something different.  
 
As always, any problems please email me: eleach@honitoncollege.devon.sch.uk  

Best Wishes, Mr Leach 

MESSAGES FROM HEAD OF PASTROL 

Mr E Leach: Year 7 

 

                                        

Hi, Year 8. 

You’ve reached the end of a turbulent and tricky half-term. Now you have a lovely week off to take a 
break from all your schoolwork and enjoy some downtime. We’ve been so impressed at how you’ve 
coped with this very new way of working and learning; you’ve not only gained knowledge, but also 
tools like resilience, self-organisation, and self-discipline which you will need by the bucketful in adult 
life. Be proud of yourselves and enjoy your week off.  

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Best wishes, Miss Daw sdaw@honitoncollege.devon.sch.uk  

Miss S Daw: Year 8 

https://www.google.com/search?safe=strict&rlz=1C1CHBF_en-GBGB938GB939&sxsrf=ALeKk01broR6M46agq-sVcH8DM-J6bjtLA:1612967779029&q=I+always+try+to+do+as+much+as+I+can+do.+I%27m+never+a+person+that+does+not+enough,+because+I%27d+regret+not+doing+enough+and+think+I
https://www.google.com/search?safe=strict&rlz=1C1CHBF_en-GBGB938GB939&sxsrf=ALeKk01broR6M46agq-sVcH8DM-J6bjtLA:1612967779029&q=I+always+try+to+do+as+much+as+I+can+do.+I%27m+never+a+person+that+does+not+enough,+because+I%27d+regret+not+doing+enough+and+think+I
https://www.google.com/search?safe=strict&rlz=1C1CHBF_en-GBGB938GB939&sxsrf=ALeKk01broR6M46agq-sVcH8DM-J6bjtLA:1612967779029&q=I+always+try+to+do+as+much+as+I+can+do.+I%27m+never+a+person+that+does+not+enough,+because+I%27d+regret+not+doing+enough+and+think+I
mailto:eleach@honitoncollege.devon.sch.uk
mailto:sdaw@honitoncollege.devon.sch.uk


 
  
 

Hello Year 9,  
 
Firstly, I want to say a massive well done to each and every one of you for getting through yet               
another half term of remote learning. I have been impressed by the way you have adapted to this 
way of working and your resilience in this situation. Hopefully sometime in the near future schools 
will be ‘back to normal’ and we can have face-to-face lessons again.  
Whilst you can now enjoy a week of no remote learning, you are probably feeling like there is 
‘nothing to do’ so I have put together some suggestions for you and I would love to hear what you 

get up to during your well-deserved break... 
 
• Take up a new hobby – is there something you have always wanted to do or learn but you haven’t had the time? Maybe 

this would be a good time to finally start!  
• Exercise – it is important to keep exercising I feel like I spend most of my day sat down currently so a walk every day is 

keeping me moving! 
• Free activities - https://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/features/february-half-term-for-all-the-family - The National Trust 

have some excellent, free, activity ideas for February half term. So, if you enjoy the outdoors, this may interest you.  
• Free educational resources - https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/secondary/zkqp47h - In case you are missing your live                

sessions and class chart submissions, the BBC have some interesting educational resources. They are free! 
 
Reminders and key dates  
By now, you will have submitted your GCSE choices to SIMS. Mrs Manning and I will be in touch after half term to give you 
more information about the interview process.  
 
As always if there is anything, I can do to support you, please get in touch.  
Best wishes,  
Miss Blight  
hblight@honitoncollege.devon.sch.uk  

Miss H Blight: Year 9 

 
 

Hello Year 10,  
 
I will start by saying a big Well Done for completing this half term of virtual learning, the vast majority 
of you have really embraced it this term and I have been really impressed with your resilience, work 
ethic and attitude to the learning. You can give yourselves a big pat on the back and have a well-
earned break over half term.   Perhaps you would like some ideas of things to do during the week off  
so why not try some of the below: 
                                       Go for a walk/run/cycle  
                                       Play an instrument 

                                                                      Read a book 
                                                                      Do some baking 
                                                                      Do some cooking – perhaps try making a new meal 
                                                                      OR…..Not forgetting that Tuesday of half-term is Pancake day (Shrove Tuesday)                                                 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
How about attempting the pancake challenge? Who can make the highest stack of pancakes or the most creatively  
presented pancakes using either fruits or vegetables to decorate your pancakes? I would love to see your attempts- 
so please email them to me on ebarrett@honitoncollege.devon.sch.uk  

        Remember- as always, if there is anything I can do to support you, please get in touch.  
        Have a lovely half term,  Miss Barrett 

Miss E Barrett: Year 10 

https://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/features/february-half-term-for-all-the-family
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/secondary/zkqp47h
mailto:hblight@honitoncollege.devon.sch.uk
mailto:ebarrett@honitoncollege.devon.sch.uk


Mr T Skelding: Year 11 

 
 We made it! 

 Half-term is upon us and we all get the chance to kick back and relax, without worrying about emails, class charts, TEAMS 
lessons, and submitting work. I wanted to take this opportunity to say how proud I am of the vast majority of Year 11 for 
your response to the most recent lockdown. On the whole, the feedback from teachers for Year 11 has been really                    
positive, with lots of you completing your work to an excellent standard, on time and attending all of your TEAMS lesson 
too.  

If you don’t fall into this category, or know you could have tried a bit harder, try to remind yourselves that you are 11½ 
years into a 12 year compulsory education, so to slack off with the finish line in sight, would be such a shame. I know it is 
hard to keep motivated when you are staring at the same 4 walls, day in, day out, but this is the situation we are in and 
there is nothing we can do about it other than ride out the storm. Sadly, future Sixth Forms, Colleges and potential                  
employers will not look at the context around how you achieved your results, they will only have a set of results to look at.  

Therefore – I implore you to have a fantastic 9 day break, and then come back refreshed and ready to go again after               
half-term! During half-term break, try to plan out your days so you can still get some exercise, socialise, read, relax have 
some family time. Otherwise it is very easy to lose hours, possibly days down the YouTube rabbit hole or on social media! 
If any of you are working towards a goal, be that a music exam, a piece of artwork or an exercise goal, I would be really 
interested to hear about it on tskelding@honitoncollege.devon.sch.uk.  

Wishing you a restful half-term break, Mr Skelding  

 

Budleigh Spring Weekend - 13th and 14th March 2021 
                                                                Tickets £8  

 
Children and family events FREE from 4th March (World Book Day) until 19th March 

 
All books and tickets are available from our website - www.budlitfest.org.uk  
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