
SUMMARY OF FINDINGS OF 
CURRIULUM REVIEW 

 

  

“Success for All” 



Summary of research into KS3/KS4 time allowance and vision 

 
I see my role as a facilitator to remove hurdles, yet I totally get that you may currently hold the view that I am about 
to put a massive hurdle in your way!   
I ask that you adjust your perspective slightly so that your ‘vista’ encompasses the whole school offer and student 
entitlement - it is what Ofsted will do and they will hold school leadership to account for the ‘big picture’ - the ‘top 
level view’. 
We are evaluating and planning our future curriculum now. We need to view it as our ‘progression model’. We need 
to minimise the narrowing and maximise the inclusivity. Eventually, I want in place a seven-year roadmap for every 
subject (8 year picture - inclusive of y6 and post-16). 
 
Ofsted state that it is not the years but the mileage and go on to qualify this: 

 
It’s a mark of how good the curriculum on offer is in these schools – inspectors thought it better than some 
schools with a three-year KS3. Crucially, these schools are making sure that a two-year KS3 does not mean a 
narrow KS3. Some of the common themes we’ve seen include: 

• great breadth and depth of curriculum – for example, giving pupils the opportunity to learn a number of 
foreign languages and arts subjects 

• the wider curriculum being open to all pupils, regardless of academic ability, and being taken up by the vast 
majority 

• a greater proportion of pupils taking the EBacc at KS4 

• no subjects being squeezed out of the KS3 curriculum, which means that pupils continue to take a range of 
subjects, including the arts, at KS4 

• KS4 courses going deeper into content and being broader than just the specifications called for by the exam 
boards or the national curriculum. 

 

Evidence used in making the decision 

 

Views of HOD HOD have discussed the implications of any change with their teams and produced 
summaries  

Analysis of options Analysis of number of students taking which options at KS4 (see above) 

Visiting other schools GSM, SMN and RRO have met with staff from other schools to discuss their models of 
the curriculum and the rationale behind it  

Data from other 
schools 

Jon Lunn (SWTSA) collected curriculum models from 19 local schools – 7 are keeping a 3 
year KS4. Six others are changing for 2020/21  

Articles Links provided by HOD, Ofsted, The Key and a variety of blogs  

RSC visit He raised two issues P8 score and the fact we are not in a MAT (see below) 

 

Summary of HOD comments 

 

Reasons for keeping KS4 as a three year course: 
 

• Reduced stress at KS4 for staff and students – i.e. not being on a treadmill of just getting through the 

specification 

• OfSTED will see through the change back to a two year KS4 as a change just to please them 

• Enhanced enrichment opportunities including more practical experiments in science 

• Opportunities for cross-curricular projects  

• Greater focus at KS3 leading to reduced restlessness in Y9  

• Greater success at GCSE as more time is possible for revision 

• Negative effect on SEND students in mixed ability groups because of the increased pace 

• Staff workload involved in re-organising SOL and complication of running two systems for two years 

• Reduced retention into Sixth Form 
 



Reasons for reverting to a two year KS4 
 

• Students have not had a long enough experience of a broad curriculum and are not mature enough to make 

an informed decision about their options in Y8 

• Narrowing the curriculum so that not all the students follow all the arts subjects has an impact on Cultural 

Capital 

• If SOL etc. are well written and integrate some KS4 content and seen as a five year curriculum , then Y9 

should not be a wasted year 

• As students will study all options for longer then they should be able to make more informed decisions  

 

Considerations to make the change back to a two year KS4 successful 

 

• Time to make the change: 

 

Academic Year Time allowed Actions 

2019 to 2020 Two additional academy 
days after the external 
examinations 

1. Plan for change and map Y9 and KS4 
2. Pull together SOL for Autumn Term 

Y9 

2020 to 2021 Five additional academy days  1. Plan for Spring & Summer Term Y9 
2. Look critically at assessments – are 

they fit for purpose 
3. Are SEND and PPI students being 

catered for. 
4. Plan for Autumn Term Y10 
5. Plan for Spring Term Y10 

2021 to 2022 Five additional academy days 1. Plan for Spring Term Y10 
2. Plan for Autumn Term Y11 
3. Look critically at assessments – are 

they fit for purpose 
4. Are SEND and PPI students being 

catered for. 
5. Plan for Spring Term Y11 

2022 to 2023 Three additional academy 
days 

1. Plan for Y11 revision 
2. Review 5 year curriculum  

 

• Time allocation for subjects compared with other schools in the South West suggests that we are in line with 

the average. However, there are two lessons in Y7, 8 and 9 to be allocated. 

• Number of sets/groups per subject thus giving smaller groups 

• Ending terms early may need to be put on hold for the duration of the change and perhaps reduce activities 

week? 


