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Dear Parents and Carers  
  
These are unprecedented times and as a result we have made a number of important decisions 
which, in the interests of continued good communications, we wish to convey to you, as well as some 
useful advice and guidance.  The links to the said items are below:  
  
Attendance and self-isolation  
Examination board assessments and moderations  
Spring term non-essential sporting fixtures, visits, booked trips and activities  
Summer term non-essential sporting fixtures, visits, booked trips and activities  
College closure due to COVID-19   
Expectations of students due to an extended period of closure – 2 weeks+  
Sixth Form Progress Evening  
Wellbeing advice  
  
Attendance and self-isolation  
   
Following the announcement by the Prime Minster and senior medical advisors regarding the ‘delay 
phase’ for coronavirus, we would like to reiterate that the college, as all state schools, remains 
open.  Consequently, and in line with the expectations of other schools, we expect all students to be 
in college unless they are displaying the symptoms set out by the Government’s medical and science 
advisors, i.e.: a new, continuous cough and or temperature of 37.8°C (or above). In 
these cases, students must remain at home and self-isolate for 14 days as outlined by new guidance 
from the Government (the reason for absence recorded will be ‘unable to attend due to exceptional 
circumstances’).  Otherwise, the advice is that in order for the delay phase measures to be effective 
students should not be kept home from school. This is because the Government’s medical and science 
advisors state that self-isolation cannot be maintained for sufficient time to be effective, given that 
they suggest this phase might be for as long as 14 – 16 weeks.   
  
If your child has a pre-existing medical condition which makes them more vulnerable to the Covid-19 
virus, we would suggest you contact your paediatrician or health team lead for specific advice.  
  
Examination board assessments and moderations  
  
These are regarded as ‘core activities’ and we will do everything in our power to ensure they are 
completed and that our students are fully prepared.  We will continue to follow Department for 
Education (DfE) advice and will keep you informed of developments.  
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Spring term non-essential sporting fixtures, visits, booked trips and activities  
  
We have decided to cancel all remaining sporting fixtures, visits, booked trips and activities for this 
term.    

  
Summer term non-essential sporting fixtures, visits, booked trips and activities  
  
We have taken the prudent step to cancel all non-essential trips and activities right up to and including 
Activities Week in July, including the withdrawal of our Ten Tors teams.    
  
This decision was not taken lightly and was based on current information and general consensus of 
professional thinking, combined with our concern about the possible complications regarding the 
retrieval of considerable totals of monies that extend into the tens of thousands of pounds.  Our 
Finance team will be in touch with regards to the next steps – please be patient.  
  
We will review the situation regarding sporting fixtures, core educational:  visits, trips, activities, after 
the Easter break.    
  
College closure due to COVID-19  
  
Should the situation change and the college was to close we will communicate this to you as soon as 
possible via email, the College website, College social media or letter for those families that have 
stated a preference for hard copies of communications.  
  
Expectations of students due to an extended period of closure – 2 weeks+  
  
In essence, we want to provide purposeful work that will be practical and achievable.  Therefore, we 
are setting revision, guided reflection and improvement tasks for every class.    
  
A link to the work set will be available from the home page of our college website in the event of a 
forced closure.  We plan to accommodate those students who might find internet access a problem 
from home.  
  
Sixth Form Progress Evening  
  
Following current guidelines it has been decided to adjust the arrangements for Thursday’s Year 12 
and 13 Progress Evening so that parents / carers will not be required to come into college.  
 

• Year 13 parents will get sent an electronic copy of the latest report prior to Thursday with hard 
copies also being given to the student. Teachers will be asked to make contact with you by 
telephone to discuss: progress being made, mock exam results and to answer any of your 
questions. They will be asked to complete this process by Friday 27th March  
• Year 12 parents will also get sent an electronic copy of the latest report by Thursday with a 
hard copy being given to the student. A rearranged evening or phone conversation with the 
teacher will be scheduled for after the Year 12 mock exams in June. Further information will be 
sent to you in May. If however you do have any questions regarding the report, please do either 
contact Selena Burroughs – Director of Post 16 or the individual teacher.  
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Wellbeing advice  
  
We are aware that the coronavirus has led to an increase in anxiety levels in some members of our 
community.  It is important that we all look after our wellbeing and as such we are directing you to a 
useful article from the BBC https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/health-51873799.  Of course, you can always 
contact the college for further support and advice.  
  
  
We recognise that this is a difficult and challenging time. We will continue to follow Government 
instruction and will keep you informed of developments. Please ensure that we have up to date 
contact details for you, specifically if you do not have internet access at home.  
  
Yours sincerely  
 

 

 
Glenn Smith 
Principal 
 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/health-51873799

