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Dear Parent/Carer  
 
Welcome to the enhanced Key Stage 4 opportunities at Honiton Community College.  
 
This booklet is designed to help you and your child make the most of opportunities at Honiton 
Community College.  The Key Stage 4 Curriculum offers a broad and balanced education leading to 
GCSE.  Course choices should allow students to follow their own special interests, in addition to a 
compulsory common core. We expect most of our students to continue into our Sixth Form. 
 
Post‐16 opportunities at the College are excellent: The College offers a wide range of courses for 
students to participate in with increased success.  There are courses available to suit all our students.   
 
Key Stage 4 is a crucial stage in progression at the 13‐16 stage of a child's career. The Key Stage 4 
curriculum is closely aligned to the changing face of education.  The 13‐19 Curriculum offers a wider 
range of subjects and more ‘breadth’ for student programmes of study.  You will find more 
information related to the 13‐19 Curriculum in this booklet so progression can be mapped out.   
 
It is vital to note that not all courses offered will operate: viable student numbers are essential.   
 
Please read the booklet carefully, it is a comprehensive course information document to enable 
students to make informed choices for the future.   
 
Yours faithfully,          
 

 
Mrs Sue Manning 
Senior Vice Principal (Curriculum and Achievement) 
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KEY STAGE 4 ACTION PLAN 

STEP 1 Read this booklet! 
Assemble information about options and different subjects 

STEP 2 Talk with parent / carer 
 

STEP 3 24 January: Options’ Evening 
Talk to subject teachers 
Talk to your tutor 

STEP 4 Submit choices via SIMs By Friday 15 February 2019 
The forms will be dated  upon receipt and courses will be allocated, where 
necessary, on a first-come, first-served basis 

STEP 5 Individual interviews with Miss Wyatt or Mrs Manning– parents/carers will be 
invited. 

STEP 6 Progress Evening – chance to further discuss options. 

STEP 7 Options confirmed by End of Spring Term 2019 
 

 
 

 

Information 
This handbook is for students and their parents/carers to read, think about and to discuss with their 
tutors.  It should help everyone to make up their mind about the subjects that students will study at 
Key Stage 4.   
 
Some students will be encouraged to follow Triple Science curriculum – this is by invitation only.  
 

Making the right `choices’ 
The National Curriculum allows schools some flexibility in the subjects that are offered to students 
entering Key Stage 4.  There is still a compulsory `core’ of subjects taken by all Key Stage 4 students. 
The time per fortnight per subject: 
 

CORE 

English 8 hours (Language and Literature GCSEs) 

Mathematics 8 hours (1 GCSE) 

Science 10 hours Double Science (2 GCSEs) 

Philosophy & Ethics 4 hours (1 GCSE) 

OPTIONS 

Three options 5 hours each (3 GCSEs) 

NON-EXAMINED 

PE  4 hours  

Life Skills 1 hour 

 
Students then select from the options programme, however, to ensure a broad and balanced 
curriculum all students must choose one of geography or history (unless they are following the Triple 
Science course). 
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    ACHIEVEMENTS and QUALIFICATIONS at Key Stage 4 
 
 
Key Stage 4 is a programme that leads to qualifications at GCSE level 1 or 2 in Year 11  
 

Examinations 
Examinations are very important to students’ academic success.  In Years 9, 10 and 11 there is a full 
internal exam programme to help prepare students for the external examination process. However, it 
is essential for students, parents and guardians to realise that working hard from the very beginning of 
the course is essential to future success.  
 

Coursework 
There are now very few courses that require a coursework element. 
 

Targets 
All students in Key Stage 4 will be set targets to aspire to, these are based on individual KS2 SAT 
results.  Tutors, subject staff and senior staff will constantly monitor standards to assist students to 
recognise what is achievable.  Extra help and guidance is available to assist this process and subject 
extra-curricular ‘workshops’ at certain times, will further enhance the programme. 
 
 
 

13 – 19 CURRICULUM 
 
The 13-19 Curriculum provides increasing opportunities to all students.  The Government introduced 
this new system of education to broaden student choice and expertise to meet the challenge of a 
modern, technological world.  Students need to bear in mind the choices available at 16+ when 
choosing programmes of study at Key Stage 4.  The traditional A-level subject structure has been 
retained in essence and academic standards are more rigorous. However, there are vocational and 
occupational opportunities to meet the needs and interests of all students. 
 
At 16+, students can to choose up to three subject areas in Year 12.   
 
Students at Key Stage 4 should note carefully their perceived career and academic routes in relation to 
the Post-16 programme.   
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COURSE INFORMATION 
 
 
 
1. CREATE (Creative Arts, Technology and Enterprise) - Visual Arts 

- Drama 
- Food & Nutrition 
- Music  

       -  Design & Technology 
      
2. ENGLISH     - Language and Literature 
      
3. HUMANITIES     - Geography 

- History 
- Philosophy & Ethics 

 
4. COMPUTING     - ICT 
       - Computer Science 
 
5. MATHEMATICS     -  Mathematics 
 
6. MODERN LANGUAGES     - French 
        
7. PHYSICAL EDUCATION     - Core PE 
       - Sport Science / GCSE PE  
    
8. SCIENCE       
       - Combined Science: Trilogy 
    - Separate Sciences:  

▪ Biology 
▪ Chemistry 
▪ Physics 

       -   
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CreATE 
 

Visual Arts (Fine Art, Photography), Performing Arts (Drama, Music)  
Design Technology (Design and Technology, Food and Nutrition)  

 

  
 

Head of Department:   Ms K Blockley 
 
Many of the Key Stage 4 subjects offered by the CreATE department will be new to you as they are not 
all taught at Key Stage 3.  Students choose these subjects for a wide variety of reasons; some students 
need to take specific subjects for their chosen career pathway and others want to follow an interest or 
want to work towards a broad and balanced selection of GCSE level qualifications. Take the time to 
find out what these subjects can offer you; before making your choices think very carefully and ask 
staff for their advice. 
 
 

Visual Arts: Fine Art, Photography  
Performing Arts: Drama, Music 
The Creative Arts subjects involve a high level of practical and technical skill development along with 
creative and imaginative thinking. Within the Creative Arts, the Art course includes study within the 
main visual arts specialisms of Fine Art and Photography exploring a range of materials and processes. 
 
 
 

Design and Technology: Food and Nutrition, Design and Technology 
Design and Technology subjects have a strong practical element with a focus on design, planning, and 
exploration of materials to create new ideas and solutions. 
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VISUAL ARTS: 
Art & Design: Fine Art, Art & Design: Photography 

 
 

Head of Faculty:    Ms K Blockley 
Head of Department:  Ms K Blockley 
Exam Board:    Edexcel 
 
Course Description Year 9 
Students opt for the ‘Arts’ Foundation course and have the chance to complete exciting short projects 
in Photography and Fine Art (including three-dimensional media, print and stitched media) to develop 
their skills in a range of Art specialisms.  
 
We are not expecting students to be brilliant artists when they start the course; so long as they are 
enthusiastic about the subject and committed to improving their skills they will be successful. 
Responding to advice, and spending time practising skills is the best way for students to make 
progress; homework is an essential part of the course, with sketchbook assignments set each week to 
support students to develop a range of artistic skills. As they progress through Year 9, students will 
begin to work on projects exploring their strengths within the Arts specialisms of Fine Art and 
Photography to develop their coursework.                                                                                                                                                                                                             
 
Course Description Year 10-11 
The Year 10 course enables students to build up their skill level ready for the assessment of GCSE 
Coursework in Year 11. Students learn a series of new approaches and techniques, as well as 
developing and improving observational skills and analytical skills.  
 
At the end of Year 10, students work with staff to decide on how they will approach the theme for 
their own final major project. Students can have as much support from staff as they need with this, 
and work on their individual coursework project throughout the year taking photographs; drawing 
from observation; working with a range of media; investigating and analysing the work of artists; 
experimenting and refining ideas; and creating personal responses. Coursework is due in for 
assessment in January, and is worth 60% of the final GCSE grade. Students then begin to prepare for 
their final practical exam. During the preparation period students can have as much help as they ask 
for, the final piece is created in a ten hour practical exam taking place over two days. There is no 
written exam.  
 
Additional Information and Progression 
Employers are always looking for potential recruits who are well organised, observant and creative. 
The GCSE Art course is a perfect fit for developing all of these key skills. Art & Design subjects are 
inspirational and students gain much more than practical art skills by studying them. If you are 
enthusiastic, willing to learn and determined to succeed, then the Fine Art or Photography course is a 
great option choice. Students can go on to study Art & Design subjects at A level and progress to study 
art related courses at university and colleges. 
 
Many careers benefit from the study of Art & Design - Media, Architecture, Film, Fashion, Graphic 
Design, Advertising, Animation, Games Design, Product Design, Theatre/Set Design, Arts Education, 
Interior Design, Landscape Design, Illustration, Fashion Design, Costume Design, Arts Heritage, 
Photography, Jewellery Design, Teaching, Conservation . . .  the list goes on. In fact, any career that 
you can think of that requires visual literacy in some way benefits from a GCSE in Art & Design.   
 
For further details, please contact Ms Blockley or Ms Adams  
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DRAMA 
 
 
Head of Faculty:                            Ms K Blockley 
Head of Drama:                             Mr M Culwick 
Examination Board:                      AQA Drama 8261 
 
What is GCSE Drama all about?  Developing your knowledge and understanding of theatre and 
challenging your dramatic skills. You will have the opportunity to create your own work as well as look 
at plays written by other people. 
To succeed you need to: 

• Love acting to an audience and be able to work with others in a focused and disciplined way. 

• Be willing to write at length about your drama.  

• Be willing to rehearse at lunch or after-school when needed.  
 
How will I be assessed? 
The course is 50% practical, and 50% written.  
 

 Method of Assessment Weighting Duration 

1 

Written exam 80 marks 
(a) Set text 
(b) Knowledge 
(c) Production seen 

40% 1hour 45mins 

2 
Devising (made up) drama 
(a) Log book (written), 2,500 words, 60 marks 
(b) Acting performance, 20 marks 

40%  

3 
Text in practice 
Performance of 20mins extract 
50 marks 

20% 
 

20mins 
 

 
How does it follow on from what I have learned before? 
You will develop your improvisation and acting skills to a higher level.  You will look at plays in more 
detail and look at different ways of bringing a script alive on stage.  You will develop your ability to 
analyse scripts and performances and then express your thoughts clearly in writing.  
 
What other skills might I develop? 
As well as acquiring the skills involved in creating and performing Drama, you will also be able to 
acquire skills in working with others, problem solving and communication.  You will find that Drama 
will help you feel more self-confident and prepare you to deal with a range of different situations and 
people. 
 
What could I do next with GCSE Drama? 
Currently the UK Creative Industries bring in £76.9 billion to the UK economy; jobs in the Creative 
Industries are growing at three times the national average. You could go on to take an AS or A2 in 
Theatre Studies at Honiton Community College and then take the subject at Degree level within a 
University. You may wish to go into a job where it is useful to have experience of Drama, or where you 
will need to use some of the skills developed during the course.  These might include careers in such 
fields as retail, travel and tourism, drama therapy, media, law, sales and marketing or any career that 
involves engaging with other people.  Visit the AQA website for more information www.aqa.org.uk  
 
See Mr Culwick for further information.  

http://www.aqa.org.uk/
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MUSIC 
 
Head of Department:  Ms K Blockley 
Head of Music:    Mr J Kidd 
Examination Board:   GCSE: AQA 8271 
 
 
 
Is this subject right for me? 
If you enjoy performing, using music technology, composing and listening to music of different styles, 
you should consider this course. The ability to read music is very useful in order to achieve a high 
grade, but if you don’t read music well, you could still take and enjoy the course provided you 
continue to practise on your instrument/voice.  Music is a subject that requires full commitment, in 
terms of the time required to practise, rehearse and develop listening and composing skills. The 
rewards of being fully committed are priceless, while you have opportunities to perform to others and 
develop all-round musicianship. 
 
What will I learn? 
GCSE Music will offer you the opportunity to develop performing, composing and listening skills. In 
listening, you will meet four areas of study: Western Classical Tradition (1650-1910), Popular Music, 
Traditional Music and Western Classical Tradition since 1910. 
 
How will I be assessed? 
There is one Listening Exam at the end of the course that is worth 40% of the GCSE, lasting 1½ hours. 
This exam tests your ability to recognise musical features that have been met over the two years of 
the course. 
 
60% of the AQA GCSE is based on coursework. There is 30% on performing two pieces of music, one 
an individual performance, the other a group performance. The performances must last between 4 
and 7 minutes in total.  There is 30% on composing two pieces of music which must last between 3 
and 4½ minutes in total. You will need to write an evaluation for each piece explaining how you went 
about composing your music. 
 
What do I need to know, or be able to do, before taking this course? 
To succeed in this course, you will need to be fully committed to music-making in all its forms: 
performing, composing and listening and be willing to get involved in the life of the music department 
on your spare time. You need to be open to listen to different styles of music, not just your own 
personal preference. You need to have access to an instrument or be involved in singing, in order to 
have a realistic chance of doing well in the GCSE course. 
 
What can I do after I have completed the course? 
Currently, Honiton Community College offers A level in Music Technology. The skills developed in 
GCSE Music would ultimately help in various career possibilities in recording, sound engineering, 
media, entertainment, teaching, music therapy and many more. 
 
For further details, please contact Mr Kidd 
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FOOD PREPARATION AND NUTRITION 
 
 
 

Head of Faculty:   Ms K Blockley 
Staff Reference:   Mrs A Cory  
Examination Board:  Eduqas  
 
 

 

Course content 

If you have a passion for cooking and enjoy being creative and experimenting with ingredients this 
course is for you. The GCSE course incorporates a number of life skills and both practical and 
theoretical work.  You will learn new practical skills (filleting a fish, butchering a chicken, how to make 
pasta) putting them into practice with regular practical work.  You will carry out experiments to 
discover the science behind food and you will acquire the skills to present food like a professional.   
 
Theory work includes topics such as how different food groups are grown, nutrients, nutritional needs 
of different groups of people, eating habits, food hygiene and preservation, consumer education, food 
labelling and cultural influences to name but a few. There are many cross-curricular links with other 
subjects such as PE, Sport Science, Biology, Chemistry, Physics and Geography.  
 
Assessment procedures 
There are two pieces of coursework totalling 50% of the qualification and an exam worth 50%.  
All assessments are completed in Year 11.  
 
Assessment 1 - Food Investigation: 8 hours 

You will plan and carry out a scientific food investigation to gain an understanding of the 
science behind recipes and function of ingredients.  

Assessment 2 – Food Preparation: 12 hours and additional 3 hour practical exam 
You will design, prepare, cook and present a three dish menu based on a culture or dietary 
need. There is a focus on food presentation and high level practical skills.  

These assessments will be based on a choice of two tasks released annually by the exam board.  
 
Theory examined paper: 

One paper – 1 hour 45mins in length worth 50% of GCSE.  
 

Course costs 
You will need to provide ingredients for practical work nearly every week. Practical lessons are a 
combination of set group practical assignments and design tasks where you can design your own dish 
to a brief. 
 
Career choices 
This new GCSE works well alongside Sports and Science subjects due to the nutritional and food 
science focus. This course is a foundation for a wide range of careers, it can be a great start towards a 
vocational career in the food and hospitality, sports and childcare industries and is also desired for 
medical applications. Past students have followed this successful course with courses at Exeter or have 
gained apprenticeships with nationally acclaimed chefs.  
 
See Mrs Cory/Miss Barrett for further information.  
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DESIGN AND TECHNOLOGY 
 

Head of Department:  Ms K Blockley 
Staff Reference:   Mr Fisher 
Examination Board:  AQA 
 
Course Content 
All students begin the course in Year 9 learning the Core principles of Design and Technology through 
a series of projects in each of the Design and Technology disciplines (this equates to 25% of their 
knowledge and understanding). This gives them an opportunity to decide which discipline they wish to 
take forward to their GCSE.   In Year 10 they choose their discipline and specialise in their chosen area 
of study (75% of their knowledge and understanding).  
 
In each specialism, the students design and make products with creativity and originality in a variety of 
practical activities, using a range of materials and techniques. Prototypes can be made from mainly 
sustainable materials and can be developed into a final product. The emphasis is on the iterative 
design process which involves: investigating, designing, making, analysing and evaluating. This GCSE 
enables students to make full use of our new fully equipped specialism areas, which enables students 
to quickly make products they have designed on computer and brings us as a college closer to the 
CAD/CAM equipment used by industry. In the latter part of Year 10 students prepare for their final 
projects which means by the beginning of Year 11 they are already working on their projects. They are 
given a project task from the exam board which enables them to demonstrate their individual skills 
and creativity.   
 
ASSESSMENT PROCEDURES 

• Examination: 50% 100 marks – 2-hour exam to be completed in Year 11 

• Controlled Assessment: 50% 100 marks - 35 hours from a set task to include a 20-page design 
folder and a final product. 

Course Costs  
Students will be expected to purchase the relevant Revision guide and workbook as well as making 
financial contributions towards the good quality materials used in their projects. 
 
Career Choices 
This is a suitable course for those who want to be involved in product development, involving 
mathematics and sciences, with some aspects of design.  Examples range from: 

• Product design 

• Design and construction 

• Carpentry and cabinet making 

• Engineering 

• Architecture 

• Furniture making and antiques repair 

• Advertising and marketing 

• Jewellery design and jewellery making 

• Graphic design 

• Computer aided design and manufacture 

• Further engineering – mechanical, electrical, agricultural etc. 

These can be followed from Apprenticeship at age 16 to AS/A2 Product Design Technology, through 

vocational qualifications (BTEC, City and Guilds) right up to University.  

 

 For more information see Mr Fisher.  
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ENGLISH LANGUAGE AND ENGLISH LITERATURE 
  
Head of Department:  Ms S Flynn 
Exam Board: AQA 
 
 
 
Important Information: 
 
As of September 2015, all students must study English Language and English Literature.  This will lead 
to two separate GCSE qualifications.  
 
We chose AQA’s specification because we agree it is “designed to inspire and motivate students, 
providing appropriate stretch and challenge whilst ensuring that, as afar as possible, the assessment 
and texts are accessible to the full range of students”. 
 
Both English Language and English Literature will be assessed through examinations at the end of the 
two year course.   
 
 
Subject Content: 
 
Students will study a range of poetry, prose and drama from the 19th, 20th and 21st Century including 
non-fiction and media texts.  They will continue to develop the skills needed to show understanding, 
analyse and respond personally to texts. 
 
They will also develop their creative and narrative writing skills, as well as express viewpoints and 
perspectives in transactional writing such as argumentative, persuasive, comment or review writing. 
Thankfully speaking and listening is still included, but as a ‘non-examination Assessment’: the course is 
designed to emphasise the importance of the wider benefits that speaking and listening skills have for 
students.  They will need to present a talk on a topic using Standard English and then respond to 
questions. This is a separate award and does not count towards their English Language GCSE grade. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Contact any member of the English Department for further details. 
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HUMANITIES 
 
 
Head of Department:  Mr D Dagger 
Courses Offered:   Geography, History, Philosophy & Ethics 
 
 
 
Courses in Humanities are an important part of your education.  It will help you understand the world 
that you live in whether from the point of view of its recent past, its nature and environment, or its 
present problems. Teaching strategies are numerous and we make great use of visual material, 
especially videos and ICT.  We also use text books, decision making and discussion and debate.  There 
are links with other subjects, especially in Arts, Modern Languages, Science and Maths. 
 
The Geography and History courses usually include field visits which may be residential, and 
sometimes abroad.  
 
You must be able to work by yourself, as History and Geography courses involve controlled 
assessment, and some involve practical fieldwork.  Background reading is a great help.  All courses are 
available at GCSE examination level and are accepted as good qualifications by all professions, further 
and higher education and prospective employers in fields such as surveying, banking, nursing, estate 
agents, teaching, agriculture, business studies, librarianship, journalism and many more. 
 
If you are particularly interested in Humanities courses in the Sixth Form beyond GCSE, the 
Department offers Sixth Form courses up to A-Level in Geography, History, Economics, Sociology, 
Psychology, Politics and Philosophy and Ethics. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
See Mr Dagger or subject team leaders. 
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GEOGRAPHY 
 

Team Leader:   Mr D Dagger 
Examination Board:  EDEXCEL 
 
Is this the right subject for me? 
In order to answer this difficult question, ask yourself what you enjoy about the study of Geography. 
Try these questions; do I want to: 
▪ Learn more about the world I live in? 
▪ Develop skills that will help me in other areas, such as IT and research? 
▪ Do some of my work away from the classroom? 
▪ Work in a team with other students? 
▪ Learn through investigating and doing, not listening and reading? 

 
What will I learn and how will it be assessed? 
The world is always changing.  Geography gives you the chance to learn about these changes.  There 
are three externally examined papers in the Edexcel Geography A qualification and students must 
complete all three assessments. This means you will be expected to learn information for the whole of 
Key Stage 4. You will have internal assessments throughout the course and this will allow us to predict 
the grade we think you will. 
 
Component 1: The Physical Environment  

 
Component 2: The Human Environment  

Topic 4 – Changing cities.  Written examination 94 marks 
Weighting - 37.5% 
1hour 30mins 

Topic 5 – Global development.  

Topic 6 – Resource management including: Water resource 
management. 

 
Component 3: Geographical Investigation: fieldwork and UK challenges  

Topic 7 – Geographical investigations – including a day’s 
fieldwork in an urban area.   

Written examination 64 marks 
Weighting – 25% 
1hour 30mins Topic 8 – Geographical investigations – including a day’s 

fieldwork in a coastal area.  

 
What do I need to know, or be able to do, before taking this course? 
You will have learned a number of geographical skills and gained a body of geographical knowledge in 
Key Stage 3.  This will be developed further during the GCSE course to give you a deeper 
understanding of the world.  Much will be new but your previous study of Geography will have 
prepared you and helped you to think like a geographer.   
 
What can I do after I’ve completed the course? 
Geography is well known as a subject that links to all other subjects in the curriculum, so a GCSE in 
Geography is a stepping stone to a whole range of opportunities.  A good grade will help to move you 
on to any AS, Applied A-Level or BTEC course.  You may want to continue your study of Geography or 
take a course such as a BTEC National in Travel and Tourism which has a more work-related approach.   
 
  

Topic 1 – The changing landscapes of the UK Including: Coastal 
landscapes and processes. River landscapes and processes.  

Written examination 94 marks 
Weighting - 37.5% 
1hour 30mins Topic 2 – Weather hazards and climate change.  

Topic 3 – Ecosystems, biodiversity and management.  
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The skills you develop can lead you to employment opportunities in journalism, media, engineering, 
ICT, travel and tourism, environmental management, marketing, business management and teaching.  
Geographers are everywhere! 
 
Next steps 
If you are interested, start to find out more.   Here are some ideas: 
 

• Talk to your Geography teacher or anyone in the Geography Department to find out what 
they are planning for you.  

• Ask students in Year 9 how much they enjoy Geography.  

• Look on the Edexcel website and following the links to the new GCSE 9-1.  There is a lot of 
useful information there about what you will be studying and how you will be assessed.  

• Look at GCSE revision websites such as BBC Bitesize.  
 
 
See Mr Dagger for more information. 
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HISTORY 
 

Team Leader:   Mrs S Anderson  
Examination Board:  EDEXCEL 
 
Why study History? 
 
Schools history project is a popular GCSE subject in which many students do very well. You will 
study history through the eyes of the people who lived at the time. 
You will enjoy and, therefore, do well in the course if you are interested in: 

− Debating and understanding why there are sometimes different, but equally valid, points 
 of view on the same subject 

− Finding out about how people’s lives have changed and how people in the past may have 
 thought differently from us. Sometimes you may think societies have progressed and 
 sometimes you may think they haven’t. 

−  
You will be choosing a GCSE subject: 

−   That is highly regarded amongst colleagues, universities and employers 

− Studying an area that is in itself interesting and develops many useful skills.  

− You will be much more critical of what you read and hear on the news and it will develop 
your abilities to reason and argue your point of view with supporting information. 

 
What will I learn and how will I be assessed 
 
There are three papers: 

Paper 1: Thematic study and historic environment 
Medicine in Britain, c1250-present with the British sector of the 
Western Front, 1914-18: injuries, treatment and the trenches.  

Written examination 52 marks 
Weighting – 30% 
1hour 15mins 

Paper 2: Period study and British depth study 
Early Elizabethan England, 1558-88.  
American West 1835-1895.  

Written examination 64 marks 
Weighting – 40% 
1hour 45mins 

Paper 3: Modern depth study 
Weimar and Nazi Germany, 1918-39. 

Written examination 52 marks 
Weighting – 30% 
1hour 20mins 

 

What can I do after I’ve completed the course? 

 
Apart from enjoying the course and being a lot more aware of the world around you, GCSE History is a 
solid basis for many A level subjects. Students who have done well in history often study higher 
qualifications in subjects such as politics, law, economics, and sociology, which are not often available at 
Key Stage 4. 

History also goes well with subjects such as English and Languages, and some students enjoy it so 
much they carry on with it even if they are studying mathematics or science subjects. 

Many people working in law and accountancy have studied history because of the skills that can be 
developed in reasoning and arguing your point. There are also many areas more directly relating to 
history, such as travel and tourism, museums, the media industry, libraries, government research, 
academic research and, of course, teaching History! 

 

See Mrs Anderson for more information.  



 

P a g e  17 | 31 
 

PHILOSOPHY AND ETHICS 
 

Team Leader:   Miss M Davies 
Examination Board:  AQA 
 
Philosophy & Ethics is a compulsory national curriculum subject.   
 
Studying Philosophy & Ethics from a religious and secular perspective allows you to: 

− Learn more about the world that you live in. 

− Explain your beliefs and understand and acknowledge that other people may have different 
beliefs. 

− Develop skills that will help you in other areas, such as IT, research, critical thinking and 
evaluation techniques. 

− Engage in independent research tasks where you take responsibility for your own learning and 
achievement. 

− Work in a team with other students. 

− Learn through investigating, listening, reading and lively discussions. 
 
What will I learn? 
The world is complex and challenging.  Philosophy and Ethics gives you the opportunity to learn about 
many different views and challenges that individuals face when deciding what is the right or wrong 
course of action, the ethical dilemmas that people face, their purpose in life, hopes, practices and 
beliefs.  The two religions that we will study in depth are Christianity and Buddhism.  Other themes 
include peace and conflict, crime and punishment, human rights and social justice, the origins and 
value of human life. These themes are explored through contemporary issues which make the subject 
engaging and relevant in today’s society. 
 
How will I be assessed? 
The course is linear.  This means that you will be assessed through two assessments at the end of Year 
11. You will have internal assessments throughout which will allow you to practice for the final 
assessments.  There is no coursework element. 
 
 
How will a GCSE in Philosophy & Ethics benefit me? 
Philosophy and Ethics, more commonly known as Religious Studies, is well acknowledged as a subject 
that links to all other subjects in the curriculum, so a GCSE in Philosophy and Ethics is a stepping stone 
to a whole range of opportunities.  A good grade will help you move on to any AS or BTEC course. 
 

For more information see Miss Davies. 
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Head of Department:    Mr J Wright 
Examination Board:   OCR 
 

Overview 

This essential subject for success in the 21st Century is a detailed exploration of the IT knowledge and 
skills to support a wide range of careers. This course compliments computer science by plugging gaps 
in digital skills and has been developed with employer’s involvement. Our engaging, practical and 
inspiring approach to learning allows students to process data using a wide range of software 
applications and then develop the best techniques to communicate meaningful information which 
meets customers’ needs. Our problem solving approach to teaching allows students to develop the 
essential 21st Century skills to lay the foundations for their digital futures.  
 

What will I do? 

 

There are four themes covered which help students develop their applied knowledge and practical 
skills. These themes are delivered using a blended learning approach with a wide range of practical 
projects to demonstrate their knowledge and skills.  
 

Delivery Themes 

Project initiation, planning and review 

Collecting, manipulating, processing and storing data 

Creatively developing meaningful information for customer distribution 

Awareness of the importance of legal, moral, ethical and security factors 
 

How the course is assessed 

 

There are two units of assessment.  Understanding tools, techniques, and methods for technological 
solutions (R012) is an examined unit. Developing technological solutions (R013) is a large piece of 
coursework. The units are weighted 50:50 in the final assessment. 
 

The coursework assessed unit has real world projects for students to complete independently. The 
final solution is marked alongside the project report to form the final grade. Each student is given clear 
targets to hit for each assessment criteria and their progress is regularly monitored throughout the 
course to ensure students can achieve.  
 

The exam is in year 11 and students will use a wide range of applications to help them prepare and 
revise. 
 

Other information 

 

As the course is very practical and requires coursework to be successfully completed it will encourage 
students to become self-motivated, develop their advanced project management skills and be creative 
thinkers at all stages of the project life cycle. These skills are invaluable for success in further 
education and work and will be practically nurtured throughout the course.  
 

We provide support resources on our 365 SharePoint site for students to use throughout the course. 
These resources ensure students have access at home hopefully encouraging them to work 
independently and support them when they need a little help.  
 

  

L2 CAMBRIDGE NATIONALS IN INFORMATION 
TECHNOLOGIES 
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There are a wide range of career opportunities available to people with IT qualification. Please spend 
some time with your daughter/son looking at the ICT jobs website (http://www.itjobswatch.co.uk/). 
The website details the thousands of employment opportunities and their current salaries. I hope you 
agree there is an impressive range and in most cases the demand is continuing to grow in all areas.  
 
Key points for studying ICT 
 

✓ Essential life skills for work, further study and home use 

✓ 50% coursework to demonstrate practical skills 

✓ Firm foundations for A-Level Computing) or Cambridge Technicals ICT at  L3 

✓ Develop key independent learning and working skills. 
 
I hope I have answered your questions. If you or would like to know more please email me at 
jwright@honitoncollege.devon.sch.uk 
 
For further information please see Mr Wright or Miss A Bazley 
 
  

http://www.itjobswatch.co.uk/
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COMPUTER SCIENCE 
Course Leader:   Mr J Wright 
Head of Department:   Mr J Wright 
Examination Board: OCR 
 
Overview 
This exciting GCSE gives you an excellent opportunity to learn how to program computers, understand 
how they work and how they’re used. You’ll also do some fascinating in-depth research and practical 
work. For example, some of the current investigations look at Linux operating systems, encryption 
development and assembly language programming. 
 
This is an academic GCSE which is available to those who would like the challenge of studying 
computer science at a high level and are planning a technical career in science, engineering, ICT or 
business administration. It compliments Cambridge Nationals in IT which focuses on the use of 
applications to solve problems.  
 
What will I do? 
The course will help you learn about critical thinking through problem analysis and problem solving. 
We hope you’ll find it a fun and interesting way to develop these skills, which can also be transferred 
to other subjects and even applied in day-to-day life. There are two components to the course; 

Computer systems:   
This component explores the theory about a wide range of topics including system architecture, 
memory, data storage, hardware and software, the representation of data in computer systems, 
databases, computer communications and networking, programming and more. 
Computational thinking, algorithms and programming: 
In this component you will learn how computers are programmed, to understand a range of standard 
algorithms, how to develop robust programs and how data is represented in computer systems. 
Importantly you will use programming challenges to develop your skills of computational thinking.   
The programming project: 
The programming project will call on you to design, code and test a solution to a tasks using a suitable 
programming language. We will build on your small basic programming skills and introduce you to 
python and other languages.  
 
How the course is assessed? 
The course is assess through two written exams. One for each of the 1st two components above. The 
programming project has to be completed in coursework conditions but isn’t part of your final mark.  
 
Other information 
If you take a GCSE in Computing and then go on to study the subject at A-Level or university, you’ll 
have an advantage over fellow students who are picking up the subject at these higher levels. The 
increasing importance of information technologies means there’ll be a growing demand for 
professionals who are qualified in this field. 
 
The course is also an excellent preparation if you want to study or work in areas that rely on the skills 
you’ll develop, especially where they’re applied to technical problems. These areas include 
engineering, financial and resource management, science and medicine. 
 
I hope I have answered your questions above. If you or your parents would like to know more please 
e-mail me jwright@honitoncollege.devon.sch.uk or call me 01404 42283 Ex 286. 
 
For further information please contact Mr J Wright or Miss A Bazley 
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MATHEMATICS 
 

 
 

Head of Department: Dr C Braven 
Examination Board: EDEXCEL   
 
 
 
As you know, mathematics is all about arithmetic, geometry, algebra and statistics.  It is also worth 
mentioning that the Government has made some changes to GCSE Mathematics.  For example, there 
is additional emphasis being placed on proportion and rates of change.  But the most important 
element is the problem-solving ability your teacher is encouraging you to develop.  This ability is one 
reason for mathematics being so highly valued by employers, and it features prominently in the new 
GCSE syllabus. 
 
There are two tiers of entry, as shown below.  You will sit either the foundation or higher tier exams.  
The old grades (G-A*) have been replaced with numbers 1-9.   The highest grade is 9 and is intended 
to be more difficult to obtain than the old A*.  Grade 5 equates approximately to the former B grade. 
 
 

 
Tier 

 
Grades Available 

 
Higher 

 
4-9 

 
Foundation 

 
1-5 

 
 
 
For each tier there will be three papers, two calculator and one non-calculator, all taken at the end of 
Year 11.  There will be no coursework. 
 
For more information please see any member of the Mathematics Department. 
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FRENCH 
 
Head of Department:      Mrs C McConachie 
GCSE Examination:          French  
Examination Board:         AQA  
 
  
Introduction 
The MFL department offers French to GCSE.  Students will have the opportunity over the next few 
weeks to discuss with their teacher whether French is a suitable option for them.  
 
The themes and topics covered are as follows: 
 

Theme 1 
Identity and Culture 

Theme 2 
Local, National, International 
and Global Areas of 
Interest 
 

Theme 3 
Current and Future Study 
and Employment 
 

• Me, my family and friends 
• Technology in everyday life 
• Free-time activities 
• Customs and festivals in the    
target language – speaking 
countries 

• Home, town, neighbourhood 
and region 
• Social issues 
• Global issues 
• Travel and tourism 

• My studies 
• Life at College 
• Education post-16 
• Career choices and 
ambitions 

 
These themes apply to all four questions papers. 
 
How will I be assessed?  
All skills are assessed in the summer of Year 11.  Each of the four skills (listening, speaking, reading and 
writing) is worth 25% of the total grade for the GCSE.  The format for each exam is as follows:  
 

Listening Written 
examination 

• 35 minutes at Foundation Tier 
• 45 minutes at Higher Tier 
• Each exam includes five minutes to read the question paper before 
the listening recording is played 
• 40 marks at Foundation and 50 marks at Higher 
• 25% of the total GCSE marks. 
 

Speaking Non-written 
assessment  

• 7–9 minutes at Foundation Tier (+ preparation time) 
• 10–12 minutes at Higher Tier (+ preparation time) 
• 60 marks (for each of Foundation and Higher Tier) 
• 25% of the total GCSE marks.  
The format is the same at Foundation and Higher Tier, but with 
different questions for the photo card and different stimulus 
materials for the role-play. The timings are different too: 
• Role-play – 15 marks (2 minutes at Foundation Tier;  
2 minutes at Higher Tier) 
• Photo card – 15 marks (2 minutes at Foundation Tier;  
3 minutes at Higher Tier) 
• Conversation – 30 marks (3 – 5 minutes at Foundation Tier; 
5–7 minutes at Higher Tier). 
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Reading Written 
examination  

• 45 minutes at Foundation Tier 
• 1 hour at Higher Tier 
• 60 marks (for Foundation and Higher Tier) 
• 25% of the total GCSE marks. 
 

Writing Written 
examination  

• 1 hour at Foundation Tier 
• 1 hour 15 minutes at Higher Tier 
• 50 marks at Foundation and 60 marks at Higher Tier 
• 25% of the total GCSE marks. 
 

 
 
What can I do after I have completed the course?  
 
In addition to learning another language, throughout the GCSE course we will be helping students to 
develop the skills and confidence that they need in order to communicate effectively in their own 
language, as well as encouraging them to develop the study skills and self-discipline necessary to 
succeed in any subject.  
 
People with good language skills and knowledge of other languages are highly sought after in the 
world of work. A qualification in French will complement any other subject you choose to take.  Taking 
a GCSE in either means you will: 
 

• Have more fun when travelling to any French speaking country. (French is the official or joint 
official language of over thirty countries.)  

• Be able to study French at AS and A level.  

• Add an extra dimension to your CV when applying for jobs. 

• Be in a stronger position to work abroad or to get a job in companies with international links.  
 

There are a number of jobs for which a language qualification would be an advantage (and even 
essential).  These include work as air cabin crew, a bilingual secretary or an au pair overseas. A 
language can also prove to be an advantage for, amongst others, careers in:  

 
- Journalism  
- Marketing   
- Sales     
- Law  

Accountancy   
- Interpreting   
- Travel and tourism   
- Foreign exchange and banking 
- Nursing 

 
 
 
For more information please see Mrs McConachie 
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PHYSICAL EDUCATION AND SPORT 
 

Head of Department:  Mr Taylor 

Examination Board:  EDEXCEL 

Every student in Key Stage 4 is required to attend two hours of core Physical Education per week.  This 
is non-examinable.  In addition to the core provision, we offer a GCSE in Physical Education that offers 
students the chance to undertake a range of practical activities and develop an in-depth 
understanding of sport, health, fitness and performance. 

Is this course right for you?  
The GCSE Physical Education course will appeal to you if you:  
▪ Have a keen interest in sport and always look forward to PE lessons 
▪ Take part in sports and recreation outside of class time 
▪ Want to follow a course that develops knowledge & understanding through practical 

involvement.  
▪ Want to know more about the benefits of sport and exercise 
▪ Want to improve your own performance in three sports. 
▪ Be prepared that as 60% of this course is exam based  - you will be learning in a classroom as well. 

 

What will you learn and how will it be assessed?  
Component 1: Fitness and body systems (36%) 

Topic 1 – Applied anatomy and physiology. 

Written Exam 
1 hour 45 Mins 

Topic 2 – Movement analysis. 

Topic 3 – Physical training. 

Topic 4 – Use of data.  

 
Component 2: Health and performance (24%)  

Topic 1 – Health, fitness and wellbeing. 

Written Exam 
1 hour 15 Mins 

Topic 2 – Sport psychology. 

Topic 3 – Socio-cultural influences. 

Topic 4 – Use of data.  
 

Component 3: Practical performance (30%) 

You will need to choose 3 sports: One team 
activity, one individual activity and a free choice 
(all from the list published by the DfE.) 

Non-examined assessment: 
internally marked and externally 

moderated 
105 marks  (35 per activity) 

Skills in isolation. 

Skills in a competitive / formal situation.  
 

Component 4: Personal exercise programme (PEP) (10%) 

Aim and planning analysis. Non-examined assessment: 
internally marked and externally 

moderated 20 marks 
Carrying out and monitoring the PEP. 

Evaluation of the PEP.  

 
 
For further information please see Mr Taylor or any member of the PE team.  
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SCIENCE 
   
 
Head of Department:  Miss K Knight 
Examination board:  AQA 
 
 
 
 
The suite of courses on offer meet the diverse needs and aspirations of all students about to start Key 
Stage 4 Science.   
 
The department is able to offer a wide range of courses which should enable each student to select 
the most appropriate route to reflect their interests and requirements both for potential Sixth Form 
courses, Further Education or employment. 
 
Students should refer to the options booklet.  It is wise at this stage to consult with staff and take 
guidance to ascertain the details of courses and to understand clearly the typical course content and 
potential outcomes. Some routes will be, for example, more appropriate for those students 
considering a science option at A level in the future, or those who wish to continue their science 
education through a BTEC certificate, at level  three for example in Applied Science. 
 
 
Options: 

• AQA Trilogy Combined Science.               

• Separate sciences in Biology, Chemistry and Physics (based on ability and potential).  
 
General Information 
All students will be required to take all science GCSE assessments at the end of the course.  All courses 
are linear and taught over three-years.  There is no coursework element, all GCSE sciences are 100% 
examination based. 
 
The Science Department have in place a regular assessment format for each of the units studied.  As a 
result we are able to accurately assess, monitor and provide appropriate intervention for all students 
where required.  
 
Next Steps: The courses below provide routes into Further Education or employment.  Science has 
links to virtually every sector of the employment market and is seen as a key qualification by the 
majority of employers.  We have an excellent track record of placing students in to science-based 
courses at university in both the academic and vocational areas. 
 

Students will have access to a wide range of employment areas such as nursing and medicine, 
agriculture, engineering, pharmaceuticals, forensic science, physics and environmental aspects such as 
renewable energy and pollution.  The list of potential opportunities is vast, and a sound education in 
science provides the platform to fulfil such ambitions.  
 
For further information please see Miss Knight or Mr Collins.  
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AQA GCSE COMBINED SCIENCE: TRILOGY 
 
Double award : This double award is equivalent to two GCSEs. 

Familiar content: Students studying Combined Science: Trilogy will cover the three science disciplines 
(Biology, Chemistry and Physics) in the traditional fashion. 

Engaging practicals : Practicals are not only one of the most engaging parts of a Science education but 
are also essential for students’ understanding of scientific theory.  There are 16 required practicals, 
which will form part of the content and will be required for exams.  

Summary of content and assessment: 

Biology Paper 1 Chemistry Paper 1 Physics Paper 1 

Topics 1-4: 

• Cell Biology 

• Organisation 

• Infection and response 

•  Bioenergetics 

Topics 1-5 
• Atomic structure and the 

periodic table 
• Bonding, structure, and the 

properties of matter  
• Quantitative chemistry 
• Chemical changes 
• Energy changes 

Topics 2, 4, 6 and 7: 

• Energy 

• Electricity 

• Particle model of matter  

• Atomic structure 

 

Biology Paper 2 Chemistry Paper 2 Physics Paper 2 

Topics 5–7:  

• Homeostasis and 
response.  

• Inheritance, variation and 
evolution 

• Ecology 

Topics 6-10 
• The rate and extent of 

chemical change 
• Organic chemistry 
• Chemical analysis 
• Chemistry of the 

atmosphere 
• Using resources 

Topics 1,3 and 5 
• Forces 
• Waves 
• Magnetism and 

Electromagnetism 

 
Assessment: There are six papers in total.  Students will sit two examination papers as outlined above 
for Biology, Chemistry and Physics. Overall grades based on terminal examinations only. 
Duration  : All the papers are 1 hour 15 minutes. 
 
Tiers: Foundation and Higher. 
 
Weighting: The papers are equally weighted. Each is worth 16.7% of the grade and has 70 marks. 
 
Question types: Multiple choice, structured, closed, short answer and open response.  
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AQA SEPARATE SCIENCES 
 
Why take Biology, Chemistry and Physics 
Studying the separate sciences means students will cover more content than GCSE Combined Sciences 
and is equivalent to three GCSEs.  The new GCSE Biology, Chemistry and Physics courses will provide 
the best preparation for A-level, without overlapping content. 
 
Triple award: This triple award is equivalent to three GCSEs. 

The table below summarises the key topics for each subject area and the assessment 
section clarifies the structure and format of the examinations. 

 
Engaging Practicals: Practicals are not only one of the most engaging parts of Science education but 
are also essential for students’ understanding of scientific theory.  There are ten required practicals in 
Biology, eight in Chemistry and ten in Physics.  These twenty eight practicals will form part of the 
content and will be required for the examinations. 
 
Summary of content and assessment: 

Biology Paper 1 Chemistry Paper 1 Physics Paper 1 

Topics 1–4:  
• Cell biology 
• Organisation 
• Infection and response 

Bioenergetics 

Topics 1-5 
• Atomic structure and the 

periodic table 
• Bonding, structure, and the 

properties of matter 
• Quantitative chemistry 
• Chemical changes 
• Energy changes 

Topics 2,4,6 and 7 
• Energy 
• Electricity 
• Particle model of matter 
• Atomic structure 

Biology Paper 2 Chemistry Paper 2 Physics Paper 2 

Topics 5-7: 
• Homeostasis and response 
• Inheritance, variation and 

evolution  
• Ecology 

Topics 6–10: 
• The rate and extent of 

chemical change  
• Organic chemistry 
• Chemical analysis 
• Chemistry of the atmosphere 
• Using resources 

Topics 1,3,5 and 8 
• Forces 
• Waves 
• Magnetism and 

electromagnetism 
• Space physics 
 

 

Assessment : There are six papers in total.  Each paper will assess knowledge and understanding from 
different topics.  

Duration : Two papers for each subject area.  Both papers are 1 hour 45 minutes. 

Tier  The expected tier of entry is  Higher. 

Weighting: Papers 1 and 2 for each subject are equally weighted.  Each is worth 50% of the grade and 
has 100 marks available. 

Question types:  Multiple choice, structured, closed short answer and open response.  
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CONCLUSIONS 
 
Do read this information booklet carefully.  Students should make choices after the full process of 
consultation involving subject staff, tutors and senior staff.  
 
The National Curriculum is taught to ALL students, therefore ensuring that everyone is following a 
broad and balanced curriculum.  We have tried, at Honiton Community College, to retain some choice 
within this framework to cater for individual interests and strengths.  The Option Form in this booklet 
is for information purposes only; please do use it to keep a record of the choices you have made. 
 
Students will receive a copy of their choices. They need to check this and report to their tutor any 
queries.  Once choices have been agreed, checked and finalised, group lists are prepared and issued to 
Departments.  It is very difficult to make ANY changes after September when courses begin.  Please 
report any queries immediately.  
 
We try to accommodate all course choices, but the College has the final decision regarding option 
subject placements.  Some courses will not operate!  Always choose alternatives as requested.   
 
Do remember that the 13+ stage is now very much a part of the whole 13-19 continuum and that at 
16+ this process is likely to repeat itself as routes to Further Education open.   
 
The 13-19 curriculum at 16+ involves a wider choice of subjects offered to students.  Students need to 
bear this in mind in selecting subjects at KEY STAGE 4.  Although it is not mandatory to study a subject 
at KEY STAGE 4 in preparation for 16+ study, it may be advisable.  Consult the subject teacher for 
further information.  
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Name  ___________________________                  Tutor Group __________________ 
 
 

J K A/B 

Biology Computing History 

Product Design Drama Visual Art 

Sport Science Food Tech French 

History Geography Geography 

Music  IT Sport Science  

 
 

Option Block Subject Reserve 

J   

K   

A/B   

 
  

SAMPLE FORM ONLY 
Please submit options via SIMs 



 

P a g e  30 | 31 
 

Instructions for registering option choices using SIMs 
 

• Each student will be sent an invite through email from noreply@sims.co.uk . 

• Students will be instructed to click on the link provided (or they can copy the URL into a web 

browser). 

• Here you will be asked to register your account. 

• Click on the “Sign in with Microsoft” using your Honiton College email address. 

• This will then take you to the Registration page. 

• Register. 

• Verify the account by answering the security question. (Usually date of birth). 

• Students will then be able to log in and gain access to their Options Page. 

• Students should make their choices by clicking on the subjects desired. 

• Parents will also be sent an invite to approve the options. 

• Once the students have completed their choices – parents can then log on and view the 

selections. 

• At the bottom of the screen there is a tick box for Parent/Carer Approval. 

• Please tick the box when you are happy with the choices. 

 

Please note that we will not accept choices without approval of Parent/Carer. 

 

 
 
 
 
 

mailto:noreply@sims.co.uk
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