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Dear Parents / Carers 
 
Thank you for your continued support in getting all students back into College safely over the past 
month. All of us are committed to providing the best education possible for your child, while 
safeguarding the health and safety of our whole College community. Thank you for continuing to follow 
Public Health guidelines and encouraging your children to do the same. 
 
You are already aware of the steps we have put in place to ensure the safe return of all students to 
College. We know that you will be keen to understand the impact that we have had in our first weeks 
of the term, and what our plans are to ensure all students can get back on-track with their learning, and 
what will happen if a student is asked to stay at home over the coming months. 
 
That is why I am writing to you today in order to keep you fully informed. This letter will also be 
published openly on our website and is being sent to our governors.   
 
In addition to the information below I am also including (at the very bottom) a letter concerning Test 
and Trace.  The Department for Education has asked the College to share this with you. 
 

School re-
openings 

The College is fully open for all Year groups.  The rhythm of the day has changed 
to maintain Year group bubbles.  We go straight into Period 1 with tutorial taking 
place during a staggered break time.  We have also introduced staggered lunches 
for the same reason.  Click HERE for more information. 

Attendance The overall attendance figure from the start of term to date is almost 96%.  The 
same period in September 2019 was 97% and the national figure was 95%. 
All things considered I think this shows a really positive attitude to returning to 
formal education and I am extremely pleased. 

Coverage of the 
curriculum 

We are able to offer a full curriculum.  Our priority is recovery.  Obviously, we are 

also keen to identify any gaps in students’ knowledge; initially through low stakes 

tests and activities so that we do not undermine students’ confidence on their 

return and manage the ‘consolidation’ process. 

https://www.honitoncollege.com/covid-19-update


 
 

 
 

Remote learning 
March - July 2020 

Resources to facilitate remote learning were provided throughout lockdown.  
Generally, we were pleased with the level of student engagement with this, as 
well as the engagement in the virtual classroom time teachers provided through 
Microsoft Teams.  Some students struggled with remote learning, many made a 
good fist of it and a few actually flourished.  
We are mindful that we do not all have the same preferred learning style, a 
dedicated study space, or high quality internet and IT access (a survey indicated 
about 20% of our learners did not have appropriate IT access for remote 
learning).  Obviously, these factors, and many others besides, impact on a 
student’s ability to study at home. Working remotely is never going to be as 
effective as a formal education in College and that is why we are glad to have 
everyone back. 
We provided lessons for the children of key worker and vulnerable students 
throughout lockdown. 
We provided lessons in College for Year 12 and Year 10 students to complement 
their remote learning. 
We also went above and beyond to provide some time at the end of the Summer 
term for students from Years 7, 8 and 9. 

Remote learning 
in the future 

The government have issued further guidance to help us prepare for local or 

national lockdown situations. The aim is to try and remain open for as many 

students as possible, for as long as possible, within in each tier of response. We 

would continue with the successful systems used previously to set and collect 

work (TEAMS live lessons when appropriate, SharePoint resources, printed work 

distributed as required). If we have a local lockdown we will, of course, provide 

further advice and guidance. 

In the event of a 
confirmed case 
of Covid-19 

In the event of a confirmed case of Covid-19 within the College our local Health 
Protection Team will work with us and advise us about which students /staff will 
need to stay at home and self-isolate for 14 days.  Only those members of our 
community that have been in close contact with the infected student/staff 
member will need to self-isolate and they will be contacted by the College.  I 
recognise that should your child be asked to self-isolate this will be upsetting and 
frustrating for them and you, but it would be necessary to reduce the further 
spread of Covid-19 to others. 

Mental health 
and wellbeing 

The mental health and wellbeing of every child is our primary focus.   
We care about all our students and their individual needs. In response to Covid-
19 we gave every child that returned to College following ‘lock down’ a space to 
reflect on their thoughts and feelings by giving them a questionnaire and, if they 
wanted, a time to talk. This helped us identify students that needed extra 
support, which may have been time with their tutor, SWC, HOP, Director of Post 
16, and often including parents/carers as we know that working together has 
better outcomes. If a student had a greater need we called upon the school 
nurse, Wellbeing Team, or external agencies such as CAMHS or GP.  
This term every Year 7 will have a trained MiSP, (Mindfulness in Schools Project) 
facilitator in one of their PSHE lesson to help students understand and practice 
looking after their mental health. There will be follow-up sessions in early 2021 
and this is planned to continue for every Year 7 cohort.  



 
 

 
 

The College gets involved in Mental Health Awareness Day and Time to Talk, 
including fundraising and assemblies promoting mental health being seen as part 
of our overall health. 
The Wellbeing Centre have adapted their response to students needs by 
adopting a more solution focussed approach, being person centred and including 
parents/carers in supporting their child’s mental health. The Pastoral Team 
which includes the Wellbeing Team each bring their specific areas of knowledge, 
insight, and expertise to collaborative work together to support our students.  
We are also building stronger community links with Honiton Health Matters, 
Parent + Hub plus many more projects that have interests in improving the 
wellbeing of young people in our town.  
Please do look at our website for https://www.honitoncollege.com/emotional-w 
if you would like additional information and guidance on supporting your child. 

 
Thank you for your support in these challenging times. Please remember to follow both the College’s 
and public health guidance to keep everyone learning safely. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
 
Glenn Smith 
Principal 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.honitoncollege.com/emotional-w


 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 

 



 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


