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Dear Parent/Carer 
 
In the face of the coronavirus onslaught it is not possible to see everything ourselves all at once, especially what’s 
ahead.  We are all navigating an unfamiliar and continuous white-water world.  Continuing with the rafting 
analogy, we didn’t choose our ‘put-in’ and the ‘take-out’ isn’t under our control, but we will continue to steer a 
safe course because of teamwork. 
 
Back to home-schooling 
OFQUAL Exam reminder 
An opportunity to volunteer with TRIP 
Wellbeing 
Activities Week Refunds 
Free School Meals (FSM) collection and wastage 
Communication 
 

Back to home-schooling 
End of Tranche 1 (first two weeks of work) this week (Tuesday 14th – Friday 17th).  Tranche 2 will be uploaded to 
SharePoint by the morning of Monday 20th April.  This work can be accessed by clicking here.  The main premise 
of this work is consolidation and not new content.  Should students need further structure can I remind you that 
we sent to you a “daily diet” and that can be found on our website also.  Teachers can be contacted to answer 
questions should students get stuck; the main method of this communication is email, although, some staff may 
use Microsoft Teams to get groups together. 
 

OFQUAL Exam reminder 
Since the Secretary of State for Education announced that the 2020 exam series in England would be cancelled to 
help fight the spread of Coronavirus (COVID-19), Ofqual have worked to develop a process which fairly recognises 
students’ work and makes sure they get their grades in time to progress. You will find on this page details about 
how GCSEs, AS and A levels will be awarded this summer, further guidance for teachers, students, parents and 
carers and an open letter to students who were expecting to be taking their exams this summer.  As always, we 
will keep you posted, as and when we learn more. 
 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/gcses-as-and-a-level-awarding-summer-2020 
 
Students, you might want to click on the link below which will take you straight to the open letter to you from the 
Chief Regulator of Ofqual. 
 
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/877830/Le
tter_to_students_-_Summer_2020_grading.pdf 
 

An opportunity to volunteer with TRIP 
Parents, during this difficult time you or your children may wish to volunteer within the community, and a great 
way to get involved and help out could be through the Honiton-based charity Trip.  This could be shopping; dog 

https://honitoncollegedevonsch.sharepoint.com/sites/Work%20for%20College%20Closure/SitePages/Home.aspx
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/gcses-as-and-a-level-awarding-summer-2020
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/877830/Letter_to_students_-_Summer_2020_grading.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/877830/Letter_to_students_-_Summer_2020_grading.pdf
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walking or being a pen pal.  Parents of anyone aged 16 or lower will be contacted to give consent etc.  Click on 
the link to go to the on-line form https://www.tripcta.org/help-us/lets-beat-coronavirus/ 
 

Wellbeing 
It is important to consciously look after your mental health and wellbeing under the current restrictions.  If you 
would like any tips on how to maintain good spirits then please see our website for further advice. 
 

Activities Week Refunds 
You will recall that we had to cancel Activities Week for this year and that we maintained our proactive approach 
to this outbreak and so, sadly, did so a few weeks ago and it does now seem that we made the right call once 
again.  Obviously, the Finance Team (like all of us) have had a lot to contend with recently but let me reassure you 
that they are working with ParentPay to arrange a refund of monies already paid (monies for some trips have 
already been refunded). 
 

Free School Meals (FSM) collection and wastage 
I am pleased to say that the college has remained open throughout the Easter break and that FSM have been 
available to those that require them either daily or in the form of a weekly hamper.  I would like to thank Jackie 
for managing this valuable work.  Could I just appeal to any parent who has requested meals to ensure they collect 
them as we would not want to waste Jackie’s time nor the food (we are donating it to a foodbank on the rare 
occasion this happens).  Also, can I stress that there is a process for requesting the meals (follow the link to the 
online form from the Covid-19 page on our website), and more importantly, collecting them and we would ask 
that the protocol is followed as we can’t have meals being collected outside of the allotted timeframe as this 
creates unnecessary risk to staff.  Our collective due diligence and duty of care to colleagues must be taken 
seriously. 
 

Communication 
From time-to-time the college may have to call you therefore, you may receive a “no caller ID” message when we 
do.  Please could I ask that you take the call as we will have good reason to phone you and staff have informed 
me that they have had some difficulty in speaking to some of you as a result of people not answering their call.  
Obviously, it might not be the college, but you won’t know unless you answer, and I’m sure you will dispense with 
that scenario (should it be a timewaster) swiftly should it arise. 
 
I’ll sign off now by simply saying well done to all of our students for your mature approach to this situation.  I hope 
you continue to work at home to complete the work we set but just as importantly to help your families through 
this difficult period.  I would also like to thank parents/carers for supporting us here at the college; many of you 
have taken the time to contact my staff and I with messages of appreciation and well wishes. These have truly 
been surreal days and weeks, and an underlying anxiety will have left us all far wearier than perhaps we realise.  
So, in an Easter weekend unlike any other in our lifetimes, I hope you’ll get some time to switch off and savour 
the things that matter: the company of those around you (or via media if you live alone); escaping into books and 
films; savouring the redemptive power of nature as birds seem to sing much louder these days and Spring foliage 
explodes into colour. 
 
Take care, 

 
 
Glenn Smith 
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