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Dear Parents/Carers 
 
Remote learning 
Learning in school 
Update on examination Year groups 
Laptops for learning 
Covid-19 Testing update 
 
How is it going?  Some of you have shared your home learning experiences; providing us with positive 
messages and, just as importantly, letting us know about teething problems.  The overriding sense I get 
of what you and College staff are telling us is the mantra of tennis champion Arthur Ashe: “Start where 
you are. Use what you have. Do what you can.” In other words, a mix of principles and pragmatism.  
Teamwork and an underlying desire to do the best for our young adults will see us through this horrible 
pandemic. 
 
Remote learning 
We are working with students and teachers to refine our approach but, overall, we must praise our 
students for how quickly they are adapting. Attendance at live sessions is good and increasing. Your 
support and encouragement in the home has been brilliant.  In the coming week, we would be grateful 
if you can encourage them to join in discussions, raise their hand to answer questions and even turn 
their camera on to say ‘hello’!  The level of engagement that students feel comfortable with in live 
lessons will vary but we hope confidence will improve through practice.   
 
Please continue to use the ICTSupport@honitoncollege.devon.sch.uk email address if you have any 
technical issues.  
 
We are sharing ‘top tips’ with students to support their time management, workflow and wellbeing. 
Also, staff are busily updating the learning resources area of our website - so please keep checking for 
new websites and apps here. 
 
 

mailto:ICTSupport@honitoncollege.devon.sch.uk
https://www.honitoncollege.com/learningresourcesathome
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Learning in school 
We have a rota in school so that all KWV students will see a subject specialist teacher for the usual 
number of lessons per week. Because of the complexities of the timetable this may not be at the same 
time as it appears on timetables. However, we will be able to keep students on track, check the quality 
of their work and provide support with any misconceptions. 
 
Update on examination Year groups 
On 13 January DfE and Ofqual published letters to each other about all the exams in the summer and 
the planned two-week consultation period. They hope to hear from parents and students so as soon as 
we have the details, we will send them to you. 
In his letter to Ofqual the Education Secretary asks: ‘In addition, I would like to explore the possibility of 
providing externally set tasks or papers, in order that teachers can draw on this resource to support their 
assessments of students.’ 
 
In their reply Ofqual state ‘In particular, we will want the consultation to consider the role of externally 
set short papers’.  
 
The full version of the letters can be found here. The link to the Ofqual reply is in the text below the link 
to Gavin Williamson’s letter. 
 
The implications for Year 11 and Year 13 are that until we have more details, they need to maintain 
engagement with TEAMs lessons and complete the work set by staff. We know that this is a difficult 
time for students, but we are very impressed with their dedication and hard work so far. 
 
Laptops for learning 
We are pleased to announce that we made a bid for more laptops from the Department for Education, 
and they were delivered to the College at the end of last week.  Our dedicated ICT Team have been 
busily setting the new laptops up on our systems and issuing them.  As always, we could do with more! 
We know that there are some wonderful community leaders helping us to find some and have even 
received offers of funding for laptops from members of our community! If you feel you could fund a 
laptop for a student in need (or part fund even) or have a spare device that you would be happy to 
donate, please contact ictsupport@honitoncollege.devon.sch.uk.  Please be aware we will need to wipe 
the laptop back to default and if it cannot be upgraded to the latest version of Windows which we must 
do for security reasons we will send the device to be recycled. 
 
Covid-19 Testing update 
Since 5 January, all adults have been tested twice in the first week and then weekly thereafter. In 
addition, all students that are in College regularly have been tested twice and we have a programme to 
make sure that any we have missed will also be tested twice. This means that we have carried out nearly 
400 Lateral Flow Tests.  We all have a ‘community responsibility’ to be tested because it will make 
learning and working together in College safer.  Moreover, it will mean the risk to our family and loved 
ones is kept to a minimum.   Students tested have been extremely mature in their approach and are a 
credit to us all. 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/letter-from-gavin-williamson-to-simon-lebus?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications&utm_source=88487663-ead0-49a5-9293-641c59f31507&utm_content=immediately
mailto:ictsupport@honitoncollege.devon.sch.uk
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If there are any aspects of this pandemic you feel we can be of further assistance with then please 
contact us at admin@honitoncollege.devon.sch.uk and we will, as always, do our very best to help in 
any way we can. 
 
Have a lovely weekend,  
 

 
 
Glenn Smith 
Principal 
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