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Dear Parent / Carer / Student 
 
Guidance on the use of face coverings for schools and other education institutions that teach people 
in Years 7 and above in England has been released yesterday and can be viewed by clicking on the link 
below: 
 
Face coverings in education 
 
This guidance has been updated to include new guidance on face coverings to support schools and 
colleges to return to a full attendance from 8 March 2021.  The DfE have taken the decision to advise 
schools/colleges that all secondary aged students (except for those with exemptions) “must” now 
wear face coverings in classrooms as well as in other key areas of the campus on the advice of PHE, 
who have “deemed it is essential for public health reasons.” 
 
In my last letter I stated that we, in-line with other Devon secondary schools/colleges, were insisting 
that face coverings are worn in classrooms where we can’t provide the minimum social distancing 
required to keep all our community members safe.  This will be the vast majority of lessons.  Our 
stance on face coverings has been reinforced by this latest DfE publication.  However, I assure you that 
our staff will be extra sensitive to our student’s mental health and wellbeing on their return to college 
next week.  
 
I must say that the response from parents and carers has been hugely supportive, since the 
overwhelming majority clearly understand face coverings are largely intended to protect others, not 
the wearer, against the spread of infection because they cover the nose and mouth, which are the 
main confirmed sources of transmission of virus that causes coronavirus infection (COVID-19).  
Moreover, they know that we must all look out for each other and that this is a fundamental principle 
of Honiton Community College. 
 
The DfE document referred to also states that the position will be reviewed at Easter and we will, as 
always, keep you updated on the situation. 
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/face-coverings-in-education?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications&utm_source=3a807be2-0b24-4fea-b6a4-0c75d24190cc&utm_content=immediately
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Just to remind you, over the next two weeks we will carry out three LFD tests on students. Staff have 
also been issued with home testing kits so that they can continue to be tested twice weekly. All these 
measures are designed to enable us to continue protecting our stakeholders – this includes family 
members that are not a direct part of our college community.  Therefore, we want everyone to take 
part in the testing process. 
 
We will not be publishing the statistics about the number of staff/students who have consented to 
take part as this contravenes the Policy Document sent out as part of the consent process. 
 
Thank you for your continued support. 
 

 
 
Glenn Smith 
Principal 


