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Dear Parent/Carer 
 
Good evening 
 
I hope this week has been enjoyable for you, despite the adjustments we have all had to make due to the 
coronavirus outbreak.   
 
Today, Ofqual have released further guidance on how they intend to manage the awarding of grades to our Year 
11 and 13 students this summer. My staff and I will be working extremely hard to ensure the grades are as fair as 
possible; using our professional experience to make a fair and objective judgement of the grade they believe every 
student would have achieved had they sat their exams this year.  Then, to make sure that grades are fair between 
schools and colleges, exam boards will put all centre (the exam board term for a school) assessment grades 
through a process of standardisation using a model being developed with Ofqual.  More information and links to 
the documents released today is to be found below. 
 
On a lighter note, I have observed many examples of individuals (colleagues included), families and friends all 
doing their very best to make the most of the ‘lockdown’, and maybe even bring a tear of happiness to our eyes.  
I have particularly liked some of the challenges issued on-line.  Has anyone beat Mr Taylor’s toilet roll ‘keepy-
uppy’ figure of 10?  Keep them coming during the second week of the Easter period, before we get back to more 
formal home-schooling work on Tuesday April 14th.  Remember, the first tranche of work was supposed to suffice 
until Friday 17th April – with a two-week break over Easter.  The second tranche of work will be issued on Monday 
20th April.   
 

Summary: 
 
Ofqual release about the summer’s examinations 
Learning during coronavirus and college closure 
Guidance for parents and carers: keeping children safe online 
 

Further details: 
 

Ofqual release about the summer’s examinations 
 
Since the Secretary of State for Education announced that the 2020 exam series in England would be cancelled to 
help fight the spread of Coronavirus (COVID-19), Ofqual have worked to develop a process which fairly recognises 
students’ work and makes sure they get their grades in time to progress. You will find on this page details about 
how GCSEs, AS and A levels will be awarded this summer, further guidance for teachers, students, parents and 
carers and an open letter to students who were expecting to be taking their exams this summer.  However, on 
reading it is evident there is yet more detail to follow.  As always, we will keep you posted, as and when we learn 
more. 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/gcses-as-and-a-level-awarding-summer-2020 
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/gcses-as-and-a-level-awarding-summer-2020
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Students, you might want to click on the link below which will take you straight to the open letter to you from the 
Chief Regulator of Ofqual. 
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/877830/Le
tter_to_students_-_Summer_2020_grading.pdf 
 

Learning during coronavirus and college closure 
 
Having compared and contrasted our provision with other schools in Devon and looked at the advice of a leading 
educational expert we are confident that we have got the balance right between learning and an appreciation of 
the challenging context teachers and pupils find themselves in; ensuring we don’t overload our students but 
rather maintain realistic expectations, sensitive to the situation. It certainly won’t be ‘business as usual’ and we 
must not expect the learning process or the curriculum itself to be the same as would have happened in college.  
In the meantime, look out for a survey that we are organising to gather feedback from parents and students about 
the learning you have been doing, what has worked and what has not.  
 

Guidance for parents and carers: keeping children safe online 
 
The DfE has updated its information for parents and carers to include a section on keeping children safe online. It 
provides links to online resources that will help support parents and carers in keeping their children safe online. 
 
Full details can be found in section 6.3 of the guidance for parents and carers on the closure of educational 
settings: 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/closure-of-educational-settings-information-for-parents-and-
carers 
 
Yours sincerely. 

 
 
Glenn Smith 
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