
 

KS3 Overview, Skills, & Assessments 
 

History Autumn Term Spring Term Summer Term 

No. of lessons: Sept/Oct  Nov/Dec  Jan/Feb  Feb/Mar Apr/May  Jun/July  

 

 
 

Yr. 7 

Development of State & 
Society, 1066-1509 

What is History? 
Who are the English? 
Who had the strongest claim to 
the throne? 
What happened at the Battle of 
Hastings? 
Why did William Duke of 
Normandy win the Battle of 
Hastings? 
How did William take control of 
England? 
How did people attack/defend 
castles? 
Key Concepts: Causation, 
Consequence, Change, 
Continuity, Power, Evaluation 

Development of 
Church, State, 
Society,1066-1509 

How do we solve the 
mystery of Thomas Beckett’s 
murder? 
Was King John a bad King? 
Why is the Magna Carta 
relevant today? 
Who was Simon De Montfort 
and how did he change GB? 
How important was the 
church during the Middle 
Ages? 

   Key Concepts: Causation,      
   Consequence,   
   Interpretations, Evaluation,  
   Power, Sources,  
   significance 

 

How did the power 
of the church 
change, 1485-1603? 

Was Henry VII a 
gangster? 
How did Henry VIII solve his 
problems? 
Does Mary I deserve her 
bloody nickname? 
Is the Elizabethan era worth 
remembering? 
Who was the best 
Tudor monarch? 
  
Key Concepts:  
   Interpretations,   
   Significance, Power,    
   Consequence, 

Development of Power 
& Politics  1600-1700 

What were the causes of the 
English Civil War? 
Would you fight for King or 
Parliament? 
 Why was the country 
‘upside down’? 
Why did Charles lose? 
Why did the country kill their 
King? 
Was Oliver Cromwell a war 
criminal? 

 
Key Concepts: 
Significance, power, 
change, continuity, 
causes, consequences 

Development of Power & 
Politics  1700-1850 

What was the Industrial 
Revolution? 
How did the Industrial Revolution 
change people’s lives? 
What was it like growing up in the 
Industrial Revolution? 
How would you run a factory? 
Forget the factories, what about 
the farms? 
Why did so many people protest? 
 

Key Concept: Causation, 
change, continuity 

Empire 1600-1900 
 Why did GB want an empire? 
Why did GB want control of India? 
What impact did the GB have on the 
locals? 
Did everyone benefit from empire? 
Why was there a scramble for Africa? 
Was the empire good or bad? 
Should GB be proud of its empire? 
How should empire be remembered? 
 
 
 Key Concept: Change and Continuity, 
power, religion, interpretations 

Assessment 
st 

Why did William win the Battle 
of Hastings? 

(Causation, evaluation, 
significance) 

 ‘King John was a terrible King’ 
How far do you agree with 
this statement? 
(Interpretation) 

 

   How useful are the 
sources for a historian 
studying Mary I?    
(source, inference, 
utility) 

Should Cromwell be 
remembered as a hero or a 
villain?  
(interpretations, evaluation) 

How useful are the sources for a 
historian studying the Industrial 
Revolution? 

(source/inference/utility) 

The most important reason why GB built 
an Empire was to increase trade’. How far 
do you agree with this statement on GB’s 
empire? (evaluation, consequence, significance) 

 

 
 

Yr. 8 

Challenges for GB and wider 
world from 1900 

Why did WWI happen? 
Why was there a stalemate by 
Christmas?  
What was life like in the 
trenches? 
How were animals used in war?    
Can films ever be useful for a 
historian studying life in the 
trenches in WWI? 
How were weapons used to 
break the stalemate? 
 

   Key Concepts: Interpretations, 
Causation, Consequence, Power, 
change,  

Challenges for GB and 
wider world from 1900 

What happened at Gallipoli? 
How would you have planned to 
attack at the Battle of Somme? 
Was Haig a hero or donkey? 
How was the stalemate broken? 
What can we learn about a 
soldier’s life in WWI from letters? 
What happened at the end of 
WWI 
 
Key concepts: Interpretation, 
evaluation, consequence, change, 
significance 
 

Challenges for GB and 
wider world from 1930 
including local study 

How did WW lead to WWII? 
Why was bombing so 
inaccurate?   
How safe were air raid shelters 
for the poor in GB cities?  
The Battle of Britain 
Should Arthur Harris be 
remembered as a war 
criminal? 
 
Key concepts: Interpretation, 
evaluation, consequence, 
change, significance 
 
 

Challenges for GB and 
wider world from 1940s 

Local study: Exeter during 
WWII.  
What steps led to the 
holocaust?  
Who is responsible for the 
holocaust?  
How far do photographs 
provide us with a unique 
insight into life in 
concentration camps? 
 
 
Key Concept: Interpretations,  
Evaluation, cause, consequence,  

Challenges for GB and wider 
world from 1940s 

What’s the difference between 
communism and capitalism? 
What was the cold war? 
Why was Berlin a focal point for 
cold war tension? Why did USA lose 
the Vietnam war? How did the war 
start? 
- Why did USA join 
- How was it fought 
- Hearts & minds  
- USA Public opinion 
Why did USA pull out? 

Key Concept: Interpretations,  
Evaluation, cause, consequence,  

A theme that extends & consolidates 
chronological understanding pre 
1066 

How has slavery changed across time 
and place?  
How did the Transatlantic slave trade 
work? 
Why did people in GB support slavery? 
What tactics did anti-slavery 
campaigners use in GB? Why was 
slavery finally abolished in GB?  
What slavery is there today? 
How can we fight slavery today? 

 
Key Concepts: Causation,      
   Consequence,   Continuity, evaluation 

Assessment Were animals in WWI portrayed 
as heroes or villains?  
How did women’s lives change 
before, during and after WWI? 
(sources/ inferences) 

 

Using the sources explain how 
WWI changed the lives of  
women 
(evaluation, inferences, 
significance, consequences) 

Why did the RAF win the 
battle of Britain?   
(evaluation, 
significance, 
interpretation) 

‘The Blitz had a devastating 
impact on the people of 
Exeter’ How far do you 
agree?   

(evaluation, 
consequence) 

 

Why did USA lose the Vietnam 
war? 
(consequence/ Evaluation) 

Slavery was abolished because 
of……How far do you agree with this 
statement? 
(consequence, evaluation, 
significance) 
 



 

 


